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The  Museum Corner is a monthly newsletter that gives a brief snapshot the history of Ashcroft. It is written by Museum Curator Kathy Paulos 

We begin our fashion show with a 

photo on the right of Ruth Leslie 

(Haddock). In the late 1890s to 

early 1900s, the S-curve was the 

common style. Shoulder frills and 

flounces, with elaborate trimmings 

on the bodice made it appear to 

pouch over a tiny belted waist line.  

Much of the dress material was 

black and made of linen, cotton, 

merino, or silk depending on your 

wealth.  

 

Picture below right, 1907 3-piece wedding ensemble worn by 

Ethel Moore 

By 1910 (below left), the style became less puffy and more of 

an A-line style. Furs added a stylish and expensive touch to 

outfits.   

Ashcroft residents purchased their fashions at the Fosters, and McCosh 

Stores. The McCosh family of Ashcroft came from Scotland in 1895 and 

opened a tailor and ladies wear shop. Mrs. Margaret McCosh sold fabulous 

hats. Hats were a major accessory to every outfit and they were made out 

of felt, fur, cloth, etc. and dazzled with feathers, flowers, or hat pins. In the 

early years they had wide brims.  

1914 

The Great War (1914-1918), changed peoples’ lives in dra-

matic ways. During WW1 people took on a plainer lifestyle 

including their clothing. Clothing became less frivolous and 

jewelry was not worn anymore. In 1915, hemlines rose to 

mid-calf because of shortage of fabric. Colours of clothing 

were dull and neutral. Photo below from: https://

glamourdaze.com/history-of-womens-fashion/1900-to-1919  

https://glamourdaze.com/history-of-womens-fashion/1900-to-1919
https://glamourdaze.com/history-of-womens-fashion/1900-to-1919
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     Fashion Continued 

Cloche hat  belonged to: Jenny Durban, worn on her wedding day 1927 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ashcroft Museum is open from 

Monday to Sunday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  

Come on down and learn some 

fascinating history about the area.  

Located at 151 and 4th Street.  

250-453-9232  

museum@ashcroftbc.ca  

 

 

By the 1920s, fashion took a turn to the “scandalous” side. Dresses became more flowy 

and light weight with drapes of different fabric, the hemline went up more to the knee to 

allow for better movement such as dancing.  

Big colourful pieces of jewelry were worn, beaded headbands, sashes or belts on the low 

waist, purses, gloves, and stockings added another touch of creativity to outfits.  

The cloche hat was popular in the 1920s and was used to make “daring fashion state-

ments” because it was a close fitted floppy brimmed hat that went against previous hat 

choices. Often a bright band or strap accentuated the transition from the body of the hat 

to the brim, and were ornamented with ribbons, broches, and other decorations that 

was up to the preference of the wearer.  

Photo from: https://www.pinterest.ca/ 

pin/314829830177950521/?lp=true  

“Make do and mend” was the theme during the 1930s and 

the second world war. This was nothing new to the women 

of Ashcroft, they used everything including  bleached flour 

sacks. Because elastic was scarce, buttons were used to hold 

up everything. They shopped at rummage sales for clothes to 

bring home and convert into new clothing. The women of 

Ashcroft used what was at their finger tips to make do.  

“We learned how to sew at a young age”- Hazel Tuohey 

“Stockings were scarce and women would paint a strip up 

the back of their legs to make it look like they had stockings 

on”- Bill Drinkwater 

Teenage girls began to sport sweaters, knee-length skirts, 

and bobby socks during the 1940s. The style held over into 

the 1950s, but the 1940s skirts were not as full. 

1945 

One of the less predictable 

results of wartime was the 

popularity of the two-piece 

bathing suit due to fabric 

rationing. Photo above, 1942 

1952 Merry Widow Corset (photo to left), 

donated by: Rae Eckford 

This corset was inspired by the show Mer-

ry Widow in 1952 who starred Lana Turner 

wearing an elaborate long line corset. It 

was designed to be worn under the tight-

fitting dresses of the 1950s. The Merry 

Widow corset was designed to reduce the 

measurement of the waist by up to 3 inch-

es.  

While the corsets changed in style over the 

1950s, they were all promoted to shape 

the fashionable wasp-waisted silhouette. 

Info from: “Exposed– A history of Lingerie” 

Below: 1930s 

Biltmore 

men’s straw 

hat 

https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/314829830177950521/?lp=true
https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/314829830177950521/?lp=true

