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The  Museum Corner is a monthly newsletter that gives a brief snapshot the history of Ashcroft. It is written by Museum Curator Kathy Paulos 

 

The Mysterious Disappearance of George Finney 

Today I’m going to tell you a story about George Finney. This story takes place in the year 1900, almost 120 years ago. I never met George Finney, 

I’ve never seen picture of him so I don’t know what he looked like, was he tall was he short? Did he have dark hair or light hair, maybe he was bald. 

Did he have a moustache, did he wear glasses? 

But I did some research, and I learned a few things about George. I know he was born in England in 1852, so when he disappeared he would have 

been about 48 years old. According to the 1891 census George was a colliery carpenter- he was working on building coal mine structures, and this 

coal mine was at Hat Creek. In fact George was the first person to mine the Hat Creek coal. George worked hard at digging up the coal, and apparent-

ly there were really deep holes everywhere on George’s property, one hole was 180 feet deep! Well another thing about George, is he liked to drink 

a wee bit, and George often carried a bottle of whiskey with him. The last time anyone saw George he was about 7 miles out of Ashcroft on the trail 

riding to his home at Marble Canyon. 

But no one knew George was missing until a few days later when “Bruce” the Lillooet teamster pulled up his four-horse team at the mouth of Marble 

Canyon, climbed down from the high seat of his wagon, unhitched his horses, stabled them, gave them some oats, and then walked across the way 

to the improvised roadhouse owned and operated by George Finney, original owner of the Hat Creek Coal mines.   

Bruce was a little annoyed that Finney hadn’t appeared to help stable the horses, but he thought maybe he was up digging that crazy mine of his. 

Bruce went into the house in search of something to eat. There was fire in the cook stove, a kettle containing water stood steaming on the stove, and 

Bruce thought perhaps that the owner had recently eaten and headed off to the mine.  

The teamster opened the outside kitchen door to cool the atmosphere, stirred the fire, added some fuel and prepared himself a meal, expecting at 

any moment Finney would appear and take charge.  But the meal was cooked, table set and the food was consumed. Bruce went out to hitch up his 

team, and he left in the direction of Ashcroft without Finney ever putting in an appearance. Bruce didn’t bother locking the door and he left the dish-

es without washing them.  

A few days later Bruce returned and found that things in the Finny kitchen were just as he had left them. Not a thing had been disturbed, none of the 

dished has been washed, and the pots and pans were on the stove just as he had left them. Bruce put his hands on his hips, walked around the small 

room, then outside, where there was no sign of Finney’s horse or saddle. He was deep in thought; Finny, wherever he was had not returned.  Had he 

gone on a trip, hunting? He had left no note, and later on when Bruce asked around Lillooet and Ashcroft no one had seen Finny.  

A search party was conducted by Government agent Burr from Ashcroft, they searched for George far and wide for several days without success. 

There were rumours that George was seen here and there all over the province, but George Finney has not turned up to this day.  

Some years afterwards on the hills on Hat Creek a human skull was found. Several more years went by and they found a rusted rifle a few miles from 

where the skull had been found. Could this be all that was left of George?    

 What do you think happened to George Finney? 

Surveyed in 1877 by Dr. George Mercer Dawson, he came across one of the largest coal de-
posits in the world. The Hat Creek coal deposit is 26km long, 400m wide, and 1200m thick.  
George Finney, local rancher, sank the first shaft to supply coal to locals and the village of 
Ashcroft in 1893. The coal was low grade, and was not a popular choice for domestic use, 
however, the Blacksmiths of Ashcroft declared it the “Best Blacksmiths Coal in the World”.  
In 1923, a Chinese syndicate acquired the property and did some mining, but soon ran out of 
funds. In 1924, 1230 tones of coal was taken out by the Clear Mountain Coal Company and 
shipped to Vancouver. The coal failed to sell and the company went bankrupt.  
From 1933 to 1942, L.D Lenard mined a few 100 tones of coal until operation ceased due to 
WW2.  
Between 1957 and 1959, more exploration was done by BC Electric, now known as BC Hydro. 
In 1974, BC Hydro again began to mine sample quantities of coal. At this point, protests be-
gan and continuing into the early 1980s and effectively prevented further coal exploration.  
To this day, there remains controversy and opposition to further exploration of Hat Creek 
coal.  



 

 

               

 

                                              

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Finney Disappearance Theories 

During this time we are not open to visitors, but available by call or email Monday to Friday 8am-4pm. 

250-453-9232  

museum@ashcroftbc.ca  

Located at 151 and 4th Street 

 

 
 


