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The  Museum Corner is a monthly newsletter that gives a brief snapshot the history of Ashcroft. It is written by Museum Curator Kathy Paulos 

Trains 
The Canadian Pacific Railway was built to fulfill a commitment that was ex-
tended to BC when it entered confederation in 1871. CPR work trains were 
going through the Cariboo area in the fall of 1884 bringing workers and sup-
plies for the tracks. The first official CPR passenger train across Canada came 
through this area in 1886 (picture below). 

In the end of June 1910, proposals and works commended for the BC section 
of the Canadian Northern Railway. Work trains were going through this area 
in the summer of 1912, and the last spike was driven at Basque in January 
1915. In November of this year, the first eastbound train left Vancouver and 
the first westbound train left Edmonton.  

Planes 

In the 1930s, the field beside the Ashcroft Manor was 

used as an air strip, all year round. In the winter time, 

if there was not enough snow covering the field at the 

Manor, and planes had skis on them, the planes 

would land on the frozen Barnes Lake.  

CNR Station in Ashcroft, 1950s 

 

 

 

CPR Station in Ashcroft, early 1900s 

1938 
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Automobiles 

Lehmans with their 1911 McLaughlin Buick in 2003 (above) 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ashcroft Museum is open from 
Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm.  

Come on down and learn some 
fascinating history about the area.  

Located at 151 and 4th Street.  

250-453-9232  

museum@ashcroftbc.ca  

 

 

                              
The first car went through Ashcroft in 1907 and stopped in front of the Grand Central 
Hotel.  

In 1923, the Inland Transportation (I.T. ) Stage Company went into business in the area and 
transported passengers up and down the Cariboo road. Thelma Haddock drove for the I.T. Stage 
in the 1940s, and also had her own taxi business which she would take kids to and from school.  

By 1943, the I.T. Stage Company sold out to the Greyhound bus lines.  

 

A few years after the first car went 
through Ashcroft, two families, the 
Lehmans and the Haddocks owned 
1910/1911 McLaughlin Buicks. 

James and Arthur Haddock with their Buick 

Thelma Haddock and her taxi 

1944 


