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The  Museum Corner is a monthly newsletter that gives a brief snapshot the history of Ashcroft. It is written by Museum Curator Kathy Paulos 

 Ashcroft Cemetery  
When Mrs. Margaret Anne Lehman of Cache Creek passed away in Au-

gust 1889, there were no burial grounds in the town of Ashcroft. So im-

mediately residents began looking for some land they could attain for 

cemetery use. The land was acquired from J.C. Barnes for the price of 

$50 and the money came from public contributions. The cemetery was 

run by a committee consisting of Isaac Lehman, Walter Gladwin, and 

Walter Fern. In 1929, Isaac Lehman was the only remaining member of 

the committee, and transferred the cemetery to the Ashcroft Board of 

Trade. In the 1960s, the Village of Ashcroft took over the management 

of the graveyard.  

The older part of the graveyard is located left of the main entrance, clos-

est to the train tracks. Many of these older gravesites have elaborate 

memorials, which were quite often made of sandstone or marble. The 

newer part of the cemetery is closest to Villa Frontera and are made 

more of granite and lay flat.  

Isaac Lehman, a local blacksmith constructed the fence 

around part of the cemetery that is still there today 

Mrs. Lehman was the first internment in the Ashcroft 

Cemetery 

Above: Ashcroft Cemetery in the 1950s/1960s 

Some Notables Interned in the Ashcroft Cemetery 

     Isaac Lehman– Local Blacksmith                              Charles  Semlin– 12th Premier of BC in 1898 

Haddocks- Owners of the first framed house in town      Chow L. Sing– He and his brother founded    

                  the Wing Chong Tai Co. general store     

Joseph Burr– 

Local Constable 

and Government 

Agent  

Unfortunately, to this day, there 

are many unmarked graves and 

headstones that are badly dam-

aged and unidentifiable 
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Ashcroft’s Chinese Cemetery 

*Photos from Ashcroft/Cache Creek Journal* 

    

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ashcroft Museum is open from 
Monday to Friday  9:00 am to 4:00 
pm.  

Come on down and learn some 
fascinating history about the area.  

Located at 151 and 4th Street.  

250-453-9232  

museum@ashcroftbc.ca  

 

 

 

In 2016 a glass dragon mosaic was created and installed as well as  a glass mosaic bench. In June 

of this year, the graves in the cemetery were framed in wood and filled with red bentonite. 

Since many of the headstones have disappeared, or are badly damaged, 50 new commemora-

tive headstones were created and installed. Some of the headstones are sand-carved granite, 

others are glass mosaics on granite, and some still are sand carved glass glued onto granite. 

These headstones have Chinese characters which some translate to “Peace” and “Harmony”.  

The Canadian Pacific Railway set aside land for a Chinese burial are in the late 

1800s. It is believed that the first internment also took place in the late 1880s. 

The Chinese cemetery has 49 visible gravesites and 7 with original headstones 

that are dated in the 1940s-1960s.  

In 2005 the Ashcroft/Cache Creek Rotary Club and the Ashcroft and District Lions 

took on the task of cleaning the graveyard up; pulling weeds, raking, etc., and in 

2007 white gravel was donated to make it look nicer and help with maintenance.  

In 2012 a stone marker was placed in the cemetery dedicated to “The Memory 

of the Chinese workers who helped build the CPR in BC” (picture to the left). A 

memory board was also erected beside the site with pictures and information 

about the Chinese community in Ashcroft.  

In 2017, the alter was unveiled, that con-

tained a plaque that acknowledges the 

apology made by the BC government for 

the hardship and suffering that was im-

posed on the Chinese community.  

Side 1– with 

apology  

Side 2– with glass 

mosaic 


