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The  Museum Corner is a monthly newsletter that gives a brief snapshot the history of Ashcroft. It is written by Museum Curator Kathy Paulos 

In the latter half of the 19th century, the 

area what we know as the “Slough” was 

pre-empted by William Brink.  

Down at the Thompson River, the big 

ranch house built by Brink sat near the 

beach. The house was surrounded by a 

yard of mulberry and lilac bushes and 

large silver birch trees. There was a porch 

that circled the house, and on the Brink 

property there was a meat house, shed, 

and stables. In later years, the property 

had a small orchard and a fountain that 

was the envy of many visitors to the area. 

Brink’s daughter Ellen, married a young cowman named Oliver 

Evans, and they soon settled down at the Butte Ranch and raised 

a large family of 12 children.  

The Butte Ranch area was a bustling little place. 

The area had several wagon roads, there were 

many dwellings in the vicinity, along the railroad 

track and above. The “Barnes Creek School” was 

built in 1908 and operated until 1910, which wel-

comed many of the Evans children and some of 

their relatives.  

The Butte Ranch site saw lots of changes over the 

years and there is currently nothing left on the site. 

Left: Oliver Evans with two of his daughters, Eva (sitting on lap) and 

Selena (standing), circa 1888. 

Right: Ellen Evans (nee. Brink) with daughter Selena, circa 1885. 

Brink/Evans House  

Ms. Lewell’s house built on the Butte Ranch site in 1909. 

It was a modern, 10 room structure built by Robert 

Stoddart. According to one of her sons, the house was 

designed around the carpet that was to go in the living 

room.  
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Summer and Winter at the Slough 

 
    

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ashcroft Museum is open from 
Monday to Friday  9:00 am to 4:00 
pm.  

Come on down and learn some 
fascinating history about the area.  

Located at 151 and 4th Street.  

250-453-9232  

museum@ashcroftbc.ca  

_______________________________ 

 

 

In the summer months, the slough area 

was a popular swimming and picnicking 

spot.  

(Right: Swimming at the Slough) 

 

In the winter months, people would skate 

and curl on the froze river and sleigh on 

the hills around the slough.  

(Bottom: Curling on the Slough) 

Bottom Two Photos: In the 1950s, there 

was a dairy farm located on the Butte 

Ranch area. This farm supplied milk to resi-

dence in the area. 


