
Museum Corner: A Page From History 

The Long War 

   

  

  

Ashcroft Boys Dated March, 1916 
 

Top Row 
Joe Thompson, Sam Kirkpatrick, Pete McDonald, Sam McAbee, 

Charlie Trimble. 

 
Bottom Row 

Chris Bose, George Stephenson, Frank Boyle, Bob Nesbitt, Ole 
Evens 

The 172nd Canadian Battalion in 
Kamloops 

Many early Canadian Uniforms were 
tailored early on in the war to be 
more comfortable, before being fully 
phased out, and replaced with 
standard British Uniforms. This can 
be seen in the pictures of Hugh Parke 

- Early Canadian Uniform Pictured to 
left 

 

The  Museum Corner is a monthly newsletter that gives a brief snapshot the history of Ashcroft. This months was written by L.  Sutcliffe 

Hugh Parke was born in Cache Creek, in 1895, and enlist-

ed in the 1st Canadian Pioneers in 1915, at the age of 20. 

Pioneers were a mixed force, trained to act both as Engi-

neers and Infantry. Being a staple in militaries since the 

days of Napoleon. Hugh arrived in France, on March the 

9th 1916 

“I hope I’ll see the finish some time between now 

and 1920, but I hope it will be close to now” - Hugh 

Parke, Nov. 20. 1916. 

He would not Return to Canada until 

1919, serving one of the longest military 

careers of anyone from the district. 

He later married, and became a driver for 

I.T. Stage. Before retiring to Vancouver. He 

passed away in 1961.  

(Hugh With Wife pictured middle right) 

By end of WWI At Start of WWI 

Pack up your troubles in your old kit-bag, and 
smile, smile, smile. 
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Florence Jackson (then Florence Durr) served as a nurse in 

Greece, Macedonia, Serbia, and France during the First World 

War, being decorated with the Samaritan cross, and Serbian 

Royal Red Cross by the King of Serbia in 1917. She also was 

honoured with the Kara George Medal in 1919, along with 

receiving the 2 meddles given to all those who went over 

seas, and served in France. She later became a nurse in the 

Ashcroft Hospital, where she met her Husband and in 1934 

she received the Jubilee Medal. 

Florence Jackson, A Hero on All fronts 

Florence Durr with medals. Pictured above 

Wee Tan Louie, Fighting 2 battles: 
At the outbreak of WWI Canadians of Chinese decent were not permitted to 

serve in B.C. which was a way of reinforcing the disenfranchisement of 

Chinese Canadians. 

Wee Tan Louie was born in 

Shuswap B.C. in 1897, in spite being 

born in the country he was not 

legally a Canadian, and farther 

more was barred from serving in 

the province. So in the winter of 

1917 he bought a horse and 

traveled east to Calgary, where the restrictions were 

not as harsh, and joined the 10th Canadian Battalion. 

When he arrived in 1918 the war was reaching a 

climax, and Wee Tan was in the thick of it, serving as a runner for the 10th 

Canadian division. Runners delivered messages, in a time before secure 

communication was assured. He suffered through the mud, rain, and lost his 

hearing under shell fire all for a country that didn’t want him. He was 

Honourably discharged in 1919, and returned home to Canada. And 

eventually moved to Ashcroft in 1931, where he was a very successful 

transport business, and later became the first Chinese Canadian to vote 

Pictured left: 10th battalion cap badge. Pictured right, Wee Tan Louie. 

The Ashcroft Museum is open from 
Monday to Friday  9:00 am to 4:00 
pm.  

Come on down and learn some 
fascinating history about the area.  

Located at 151 and 4th Street.  

250-453-9232  

museum@ashcroftbc.ca  

Wee Tan Louie with son Wayne 
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