
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Village of Ashcroft  

Official Community Plan Bylaw No.  889, 2026 

 

WHEREAS �W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���R�I���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W���Z�L�V�K�H�V���W�R���U�H�S�H�D�O���³�9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W���2�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��

Plan Bylaw No. 822, 2018� ,́ and all amendments thereto, and wishes to adopt a new Official Community 

Plan pursuant to Part 14, Division 4 of the Local Government Act. 

AND WHEREAS a Public Hearing has been held pursuant to Part 14, Division 3 of the Local Government 

Act. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Village of Ashcroft, in open meeting assembled, 

enacts as follows: 

1. �7�K�L�V���E�\�O�D�Z���Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�L�W�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���³�9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W���2�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���3�O�D�Q���%�\�O�D�Z���1�R����889, 2026�´�� 

2. The following schedules attached hereto are hereby made part of this bylaw and adopted as the 

Village of Ashcroft Official Community Plan Bylaw: 

a) Schedule A (Official Community Plan Text) 

b) Schedule B, C, D, E, and F (Official Community Plan Maps) 

c) Schedule G (Downtown Design Guidelines) 

3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this bylaw is for any reason held to be 

invalid by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, the invalid portion shall be reversed 

and the decision that it is invalid shall not affect the validity of the remainder. 

4. �³Village of Ashcroft Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 822, 2018�  ́and all amendments thereto are 

hereby repealed. 

Read a first time this 10th day of July, 2026 

Read a second time this XX day of XXX, 2026 

Public hearing held on this XX day of XXX, 2026 

Read a third time this XX day of XXX, 2026 

Adopted this XX day of XXX, 2026 

 

Original Signed by Mayor Roden    Original Signed by CAO Dyck   

Mayor       Chief Administrative Officer 



  

  

 

FIRST NATIONS LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

The Village of Ashcroft respectfully acknowledges that it is situated on the ancestral and unceded 

�7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���7�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[���D�Q�G���6�H�F�Z�p�S�H�P�F���3�H�R�S�O�H�V�� 

Long before the establishment of present-day Ashcroft, the Thompson River Valley served as an important 

travel corridor and place of settlement, stewardship, and cultural connection for Indigenous Peoples. The 

present day First Nations with enduring ties to these lands include Ashcroft Indian Band, Oregon Jack 

�&�U�H�H�N���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���%�D�Q�G�����&�R�R�N�¶�V���)�H�U�U�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���%�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���6�W�¶�X�[�Z�W�p�Z�V (Bonaparte First Nation). 

  



 

 

   

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
Schedule A �t Official Community Plan Text 
Part 1  INTRODUCTION AND VISION .................................................................................................... 1 

1. Introduction ......................................................................................................................... 1 

2. History & Current Context ................................................................................................... 8 

Part 2  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN  ...................................................................................... 18 

3. Economic Development .................................................................................................... 19 

4. Environmental Protection and Emergency Preparedness ................................................ 23 

5. Energy and  Greenhouse Gas Emissions ......................................................................... 26 

6. Community Development .................................................................................................. 30 

7. Social Needs ..................................................................................................................... 34 

8. Housing ............................................................................................................................. 36 

Part 3  LAND USE PLAN  ....................................................................................................................... 39 

9. General Policies ................................................................................................................ 40 

10. Residential ........................................................................................................................ 41 

11. Downtown Ashcroft ........................................................................................................... 46 

12. Industrial Areas ................................................................................................................. 49 

13. Community Uses ............................................................................................................... 51 

14. Agriculture ......................................................................................................................... 54 

15. Open Space ...................................................................................................................... 56 

16. Infrastructure ..................................................................................................................... 58 

17. Development Permit Area Guidelines ............................................................................... 62 

18. Temporary Use Permits .................................................................................................... 76 

Part 4  Implementation Strategy  .......................................................................................................... 77 

19. Implementation Strategy ................................................................................................... 78 

 

Schedule A �± Official Community Plan Text  

Schedule B, C, D, E, and F �± Official Community Plan Maps  

Schedule G �± Downtown Design Guidelines 

  



 

 
Village of Ashcroft | Official Community Plan 

Part 1  INTRODUCTION AND VISION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Part 1 introduces the Official Community Plan by �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V  
history, current demographic context, to the vision and guiding principles that 

�V�K�D�S�H���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�¶�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�����V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�����D�Q�G���O�R�Q�J-term direction. 

 

Part 1 introduces the Official Community Plan by connecting the Village’s
history, current demographic context, to the vision and guiding principles that

shape the Plan’s purpose, structure, and long-term direction.
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1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1 BACKGROUND  

The Village of Ashcroft was incorporated in 1952, and, according to BC Stats, has 1,744 residents as of 

2025. The community is located 90 km west of Kamloops and is bisected by the Thompson River, which 

divides the Downtown on the south side from residential areas and services on the north side. Ashcroft is 

also where the Bonaparte River and Thompson River meet and is within the traditional territory of the 

�1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[���D�Q�G���6�H�F�Z�H�S�H�P�F���)�L�U�V�W���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� 

�$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�V date to 1862 when Clement and Henry Cornwall established Ashcroft Manor along the 

Cariboo Wagon Road. The location of present-day Ashcroft was set out in the 1880s when the townsite 

was surveyed amid the arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Ashcroft has long served a role as a 

transportation hub and an agricultural producer. The Village is known for its historic character and has been 

a popular site for filming movies and TV series. Key features of the community are the Canadian Pacific 

Kansas City (CPKC) and Canadian National railways which border the Thompson River, the river itself, and 

the sagebrush landscape surrounding the community. There is a significant industrial presence both on the 

north and south side of the Thompson River, and a transloading facility northeast of the community within 

the municipal boundary. The residential nature of the Village is a mix of urban and suburban, with a mixed 

commercial/residential area in the Downtown and areas with single family and multiple family homes.  

Ashcroft is a community in transition with an aging population, shifting economy, and changing roles of 

government. Recognizing this transition, the Village has developed this Official Community Plan to prepare 

itself for the challenges and opportunities that Ashcroft will encounter in the future.   
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1.2 WHAT IS AN OCP  

An Official Community Plan (OCP) is a big-picture roadmap that guides how the community will grow and 

change over time. It sets out goals and directions for lands management and community growth in a variety 

of areas including housing, community facilities and parks, commercial and industrial development, and 

environmentally sensitive areas while also providing guidance on issues relating to economic development, 

the environment and social development.  At the heart of an OCP is a vision for what the community wants 

to be in the future, and the policies, initiatives and approaches to community development that will help with 

achieving the vision.   

 
WHAT DOES AN OCP DO?  

The OCP helps make sure growth 

happens in a thoughtful way. It 

�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V�� �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U��

the future and creates consistency 

across decisions related to 

community development, land use, 

and services. It helps guide decisions 

about community develo pment such 

as how to make the Village an 

economically sustainable, healthy, 

and welcoming place for residents 

and visitors of all ages and abilities. It 

also helps land use decisions such as 

where new homes, businesses, and 

services should go while also 

identifying areas where development 

is less supported.  

 

WHO USES THE OCP? 

The OCP is used by Village staff, Council, 

developers, and community members. Village 

Council and staff use it to make decisions, and 

secure funding for infrastructure projects, 

developers use it to plan and design projects, and 

community members can use it to understand 

future plans, give input on changes, and track how 

the community is evolving. 

 
WHAT AUTHORITY  

DOES THE OCP HAVE? 

The OCP is prepared and adopted in accordance 

with the BC Local Government Act.  The legislation 

requires certain content related to a variety of lands 

management issues and also enables the Village to 

set broad objectives that relate to matters beyond 

its direct jurisdiction. 

The OCP is a legal bylaw that is adopted by 

Council. 
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WHAT AN OCP CAN AND CANNOT DO  

 
An OCP Can:  

 
An OCP Cannot:  

�9 Provide a degree of certainty to Council, 

government staff, local businesses, 

developers, and residents regarding the 

future form and character of a community; 

�9 Limit decisions and actions by Council 

when adopting bylaws or undertaking 

works to those which are consistent with 

the goals, objectives and policies included 

in the OCP;  

�9 Provide direction for Council on decision-

making and policy development; and 

�9 Be used to support applications to acquire 

funding from senior levels of government 

to provide for works and services in a 

community, as funding is often contingent 

on a plan being in place for capital-

intensive infrastructure investments. 

�2 Obligate Council to undertake any 

projects suggested in the OCP; 

�2 Commit Council to specific expenditures; 

or 

�2 Force any action identified in the OCP. 

 
AN OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN  

should be exactly what the name suggests: 

 
OFFICIAL 

 
COMMUNITY 

 
PLAN 

 
It is adopted by the Village 

Mayor and Council.  

 
It reflects  �W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V��
desires and vision for the 

future and involves community 
in developing the Plan . 

 

 
It presents a clear strategy 
to work toward identified 

goals . 
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1.3 WHY UPDATE THE OCP?  

The previous Official Community Plan was adopted in 2018. There are many reasons why it is important to 

regularly update an OCP, such as planning for community demographic changes, addressing community 

development needs, and incorporating initiatives to support future funding applications. However, at present 

several key r�H�D�V�R�Q�V���D�U�H���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���X�S�G�D�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���2�&�3: 

�x Provincial Legislation �± The Province passed several laws in 2023, including Bill 44, to 
encourage increased housing development. These changes require local governments such 
as the Village of Ashcroft to create Housing Needs Reports and update their OCPs and Zoning 
Bylaws to ensure there is enough capacity to accommodate the identified housing needs. 
Moving forward, communities will be required to update their OCPs every five years. 

�x Reconsideration of Downtown  Development Permit Area Guidelines  �± Council has 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���D���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���W�R���V�H�H���K�R�Z�� �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W��
can still be celebrated while making it easier to develop Downtown. 

�x Community resiliency planning  - Recent wildfire seasons have posed concern to community 
members and there is a strong desire to encourage proactive practices like embedding 
FireSmart principles and strengthening emergency planning and response measures.  

�x Prepare for growth �± after years of stagnant or even declining population, Ashcroft has 
experienced modest population growth since the previous OCP was adopted in 2018 and the 
Village has received inquiries from developers interested in developing housing in the Village.  
The continued growth of the Ashcroft Terminal and HVC mine life expansion provides a sound 
economic base for development in the future.    
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1.4 VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES  

COMMUNITY VISION �± 2045 
 

 

 
Based on community input,  

the vision for Ashcroft is: 
 

In 2045, Ashcroft is a 
vibrant, active and 

creative community  
that fosters healthy  

well -being and a 
collaborative  

inter -generational 
approach to our 

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V��
development.  

 

Our vision includes the following aspects: 

�x Community Oriented  �± We have a strong volunteer base 

and we attract people to live here because there are exciting 

opportunities for people to have an impact on their 

community. 

�x Diverse Population  �± Our community is inter-generational 

and has a good mix of all demographics. 

�x Creative Community  �± There is a strong creative 

community that enables us to develop novel approaches to 

the issues we face. 

�x Technology and Industries �± We will welcome a diversity 

of new technologies and industries to our community. 

�x History  �± The Indigenous and non-Indigenous history of our 

community is recognized and celebrated. 

�x Health  �± The physical and mental well-being of residents is 

well supported in the community through the built and natural 

environments as well as the provision of a wide range of 

health and wellness services suitable for people of all ages. 

�x Small Town Atmosphere  �± We are a place where people 

know each other and where there is a strong sense of 

interconnection. 

�x Economically Resilient  �± We have a diverse range of 

creative entrepreneurs who have integrated themselves into 

the community and thrive in our small-town atmosphere. 

�x Neighbours  �± We work collaboratively with our neighbours 

to strengthen our community and our region. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
Guiding principles provide direction to the adoption and implementation of the OCP and include:  

�x Community Building  - The Village will support initiatives that result in the building and 

strengthening of the community. This includes encouraging and supporting the efforts of volunteers 

making meaningful contributions to improving the quality of life in Ashcroft. 

�x Common Sense  - Solutions to key issues will be practical and within the capacity of the community 

to achieve them. This will include recognizing the opportunities and constraints with respect to the 

resources that we have available to invest in various initiatives. Efforts will be made to increase the 

awareness of residents on municipal financial literacy and development processes. It also means 

that we will have a common-sense approach to development regulations.  

�x Innovation - The Village will support and encourage innovative solutions to the issues that Ashcroft 

faces. This can include new technologies, processes and concepts that lead to the strengthening 

of our community.  

�x Partnerships  - The Village will leverage partnerships with non-profit agencies, local, provincial and 

federal government, businesses and Indigenous communities to achieve key community 

aspirations. 

�x Reconciliation  - The Village will pursue initiatives that support ongoing efforts of reconciliation with 

Indigenous communities. 

�x Economic Development  - The Village will pursue initiatives that aim to improve the economy of 

Ashcroft in a sustainable manner that will result in new jobs, both permanently and temporarily, and 

expands the tax base for the community.  

�x Role of the Municipality - The Village can play many different roles and is not necessarily 

responsible for leading the implementation of all aspects of the Official Community Plan but can be 

a sponsor, supporter, facilitator, and/or funder depending on the initiative. 

�x Maintain the Character of the Community  - Ashcroft combines history and the natural 

environment to create a unique community. Ashcroft respects the environment by protecting and 

enhancing natural assets while limiting the impact of the built environment on the natural 

environment where possible. In addition, the Village will encourage new development to fit within 

the existing character of development in Ashcroft.  
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1.5 OCP CONTENTS 

This OCP is organized into four main parts: 

 
Part 1   

Introduction and Vision  

Part 1 introduces the OCP, describes its purpose, summarizes 

�$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\, shares key community characteristics such as 

population demographics, and provides the community vision and 

guiding principles. 

 
Part 2  

Community  
Development Plan  

Part 2 provides a description of how the community intends to 

change over time. Sections describe how the community will 

address topics including economic development, infrastructure, 

environmental protection and emergency preparedness, energy and 

greenhouse gas emissions, community development, social needs, 

and housing. 

 
Part 3  

Land Use Plan  

Part 3 contains land use designations used in the OCP, general 

policies associated with land use planning in Ashcroft, and the 

background, objectives, and policies related to each designation. 

Land use designations are implemented through the Zoning Bylaw. 

Part 3 also includes development permit area guidelines. 

 
Part 4  

Implementation Strategy  

Part 4 outlines an action and implementation plan to help move 

policies forward. 

HOW WAS THE OCP CREATED?  
Engagement with Village residents 

identified key features that make 

Ashcroft a desirable place to live and 

should be kept in mind while planning for 

�W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���I�X�W�X�U�H�����7�K�H�V�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V��

are similar to what was identified in the 

2018 OCP: 

�x Amenities and services at an 
affordable price  

�x Friendliness / Community spirit 

�x Small community size 

�x Scenic natural surroundings and 
good climate 

�x Eclectic western heritage design 

Phase 1 - January 2025 
Hear from community members about 
ideas for the future through a survey, an 
Open House, talks with seniors and 
youth, and a downtown tour.

Phase 2 - June 2025
Create the draft plan based on 
community feedback.

Phase 3 - February 2026  
Review the plan with community 
members at an Open House and use 
feedback to finalize the plan.
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2. HISTORY & CURRENT CONTEXT 

2.1 HISTORY OF 
ASHCROFT 

The history of the Ashcroft area begins long 

before the Cariboo Gold Rush of the 1860s. 

Indigenous people have been living in the area 

since time immemorial. The local nations include 

�W�K�H�� �1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �W�K�H��

present day First Nations of Ashcroft Indian Band, 

�2�U�H�J�R�Q�� �-�D�F�N�� �&�U�H�H�N�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �%�D�Q�G���� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�R�N�¶�V��

Ferry; and the Secwepemc Nation which includes 

�6�W�¶�X�[�Z�W�p�Z�V (Bonaparte First Nation). People from 

the two nations intermarried frequently and their 

territories overlapped.1  

�7�K�H�� �1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[�� �D�Q�G�� �6�H�F�Z�H�S�H�P�F�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �O�L�Y�H�G��

off the abundant fish (particularly salmon), wild 

animals, and edible and medicinal plants found in 

the area. In the winter, they made their home in 

the valley bottoms, living in pit houses. Remnants 

of these settlements can be found throughout the 

area today, and there is clear evidence of 

established intergenerational pit house 

settlements dating back over 5,000 years.2 In the 

summer, Indigenous people in the area travelled further up into the hills for the purpose of hunting game.  

Around the mid-���������V�����W�K�H���1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[���S�H�R�S�O�H���E�H�F�D�P�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��European fur trade and increasingly 

incorporated agriculture into their livelihoods as their vast territories were reduced to reserves. 

The first settlers of European descent in the Ashcroft area were Clement and Henry Cornwall, who arrived 

in 1861. Ashcroft is named for their ancestral home in Gloucestershire, England, which was called Ashcroft.  

JC Barnes and William Brink arrived in the area in mid-1860' s and pre-empted land that would eventually 

become the townsite of Ashcroft. Here they began farming and grew grain and fruit trees. They were soon 

joined by Oliver Evans and William Bose and the four became business partners in various undertakings. 

  

 

1 Ignace, Ron, 2008, Our Oral Histories are our Iron Posts: Secwepemc Stories and Historical Consciousness. PhD Dissertation, Simon Fraser 
University. 
2 Anderson Arnett, Christopher, 2016. �Z�}���l�����Œ�š���}�(���E�o���l���[�‰���u�µ�Æ�W���/�v���]�P���v�}�µ�•���d�Z���}�Œ�Ç�����v�����W�Œ�����š�]�������}�v���š�Z�������Œ�]�š�]�•�Z�����}�o�µ�u���]�����W�o���š�����µ. PhD Dissertation, 
University of British Columbia. 
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Ashcroft has a unique colonial-era history that began when the Canadian Pacific Railway (now Canadian 

Pacific Kansas City railway) established a station and depot in the town in 1885. Since this time Ashcroft 

has experienced periods of boom and bust resulting in population growth and decline. The area served as 

Mile 0 for the road to the Cariboo goldfields and the BC Express Company was based here, providing 

transportation access into the Cariboo and Fraser-Fort George area. Ashcroft was also home to the iconic 

Ashcroft Manor, a roadhouse built by the Cornwall brothers.  

In 1885 the town of Ashcroft was transformed by the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR). It 

was then that the settlement was formally named Ashcroft and the rail company laid out a town plan to 

anticipate population growth as the area became the service centre for the Cariboo and northern areas of 

BC. By 1915 however, the CPR was suffering due to the competition with the Pacific Great Eastern 

Railways and the Grand Trunk Pacific.  

Ashcroft was incorporated as a Village in 1952. As time passed, Ashcroft came to rely on agriculture and a 

local cannery for economic stability. Once the cannery was closed in the late 1950s, the local economy 

became supported, in large part, by the Bethlehem copper mine, which began operating in 1962, the Lornex 

pit which began in 1970 and the Highmont Operating Corporation which operated from 1979 to 1984.  The 

three operations eventually combined to become the Highland Valley Copper Mine.  

The opening of the Coquihalla Highway in 1986 changed the economic dynamic of the Village once again 

by diverting substantial vehicle traffic away from Highway 1. More recently, there has been a growing 

emphasis on industrial activity related to the railway, such as the Ashcroft Terminal and Koppers Ashcroft 

Inc. Increasingly, the Village has also become attractive to retirees looking to enjoy the local climate, friendly 

community and affordable lifestyle.   
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2.2 LOCAL  CONTEXT 

KEY NEIGHBOURHOODS 
The Village consists of several key neighbourhoods, with remaining parts of the Village being surrounded 

by farmlands and other open space lands that make up the agricultural land reserve. Key Neighbourhoods 

include: 

�x North Ashcroft  - �7�K�L�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�U�H�D���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D���P�L�[���R�I���R�O�G�H�U���D�Q�G���Q�H�Z�H�U���K�R�P�H�V�����,�W�¶�V���K�R�P�H��

to key services like the Desert Sands Secondary School, Urgent and Primary Care Centre, RCMP 

offices, and an assisted-living centre. It also contains community recreational amenities�² such as 

the HUB activity site, outdoor pool, and sports fields. North Ashcroft also contains some industrial 

sites and agricultural lands.  

�x Downtown  �± Separated by North Ashcroft by the bridge, Downtown Ashcroft features a 

combination of low-�G�H�Q�V�L�W�\�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�� �F�H�Q�W�U�H���� �7�K�H��

mainstreet along Railway Avenue carries a selection of residentially-oriented shops like 

hairdressers, hardware centres, a grocery shop, cafes, and restaurants. Several community 

attractions have been developed Downtown including Heritage Place Park and mosaic 

installations. 

�x Mesa Vista �± Positioned above the Downtown, the Mesa Vista subdivision provides views, access 

to nearby recreation trails, and primarily low-density development.  

Other residences exist in areas beyond these three main neighbourhoods, such as a mobile home park on 

the south on the east side of the Thompson River.  

ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS  
The Village of Ashcroft is located in the Thompson River valley which is characterized by unstable soils, 

steep slopes and riparian areas.  

�x Steep Slopes  �± there are steep slopes on the south side of the Thompson River in Downtown 
Ashcroft adjacent to the river, as well as between the Downtown and Mesa Vista. In North Ashcroft, 
steep slopes line the Thompson River as well as along the northeast boundary of the Village to 
Highway 97. 

�x Unstable Soils  - unstable soils are located north of a band of steep slopes in the North Ashcroft 
area, reaching the northern boundary of the Village. They are also located to the northeast, east, 
and south of the Mesa Vista subdivision, and another small subdivided area of rural residential 
located to the northeast of the Mesa Vista subdivision.  

�x Floodplain  - a narrow floodplain borders the Village of Ashcroft along the Thompson and 
Bonaparte rivers. The floodplain is located next to a steep slope which borders the Downtown to 
the south and residential and industrial areas in North Ashcroft.  

�x Riparian Areas  �± the Bonaparte and Thompson rivers meander through Ashcroft and have 
important riparian areas including at the confluence of the two rivers in North Ashcroft. 
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Schedule C illustrates these areas. 

 

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW 
According to the 2021 census, approximately 590 Ashcroft residents were part of the workforce, with most 

of them employed. Jobs in the Village are mainly in manufacturing, transportation, agriculture, health care, 

education, and local services. Large employers include companies like IG Machine and Fibres, Koppers, 

Ashcroft Terminal, Highland Valley Cooper, and Desert Hills Ranch, which hires many seasonal workers. 

Government services, including the Desert Hills School, the Ashcroft Community Health Centre and 

municipal services employ a number of people as well as the commercial sector with jobs at local shops, 

restaurants, and services. Overall, Ashcroft offers a mix of industrial, agricultural, service, and limited 

hospitality employment opportunities. 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

HISTORICAL POPULATION GROWTH  

The current population of the Village of Ashcroft, according to a BC Stats estimate for 2025, is 1,744.3 

Before 2016, the population was declining, but it has been growing steadily since then. Between 2021 and 

2024 (years Stats Canada data is not yet available) provincial data shows that���� �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q��

increased by 8.6%, surpassing the provincial growth of 5.6%.4 

 

3 BC Stats, Population Estimates Municipal and sub-provincial areas population, 2011 to 2025 
4 TNRD, Regional Growth Strategy Monitoring Report 2024. https://tnrd.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/146763/?preview=226907  
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A number of factors have contributed to the recent population growth including the Covid-19 pandemic, 

which witnessed a trend in people relocating from city centres into more rural areas and smaller 

communities.5 It is possible this trend has been continuing after Covid-19 and is contributing to population 

growth in the last few years, but has yet to be captured by an updated census. Additionally, the relatively 

lower cost of property in Ashcroft may also have contributed to the recent population growth; median home 

values in Ashcroft, according to the 2021 Census, were only $300,000, compared to $500,000 in the TNRD.  

Table 2.1 summarizes population changes by Census year since 2001. 

Table 2.1: Historical Population Change by Census Year  

 20016 2006 2011 2016 20217 

Population  1,814 1,664 1,628 1,558 1,670 

% Change  - -8.3% -2.2% -4.3% +7.2% 

SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA CENSUS  

POPULATION PROJECTIONS  

Population projections for the Village of Ashcroft have been made based on three scenarios: 

�x Low:  Using the annual average growth rate (-0.09% per year)  for the Village between 1991 and 
2021. 

�x Medium:  Using the annual average growth rate used for projecting population in the 2024 Housing 
Needs Report between 2021 and 2041 (0.4% per year).  

�x High:  Using the annual average growth rate for the BC Stats projections for the Thompson-Nicola 
Regional District between 2025 and 2045 (1.07% per year) . 

In the low growth scenario, there is a future reduction in population. If population trends continue as they 

have for the past 30 years, the population of Ashcroft will be 1,636 people by 2045, a reduction of 34 

individuals from the 2021 Census population.  

Under the medium and high growth scenarios, the population will continue to grow over the next 20 years. 
If the population continues to grow under the medium growth scenario, �E�\�������������$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O��
be 1,838, an increase of 168 residents from the 2021 Census population. Considering the stability of key 
employers in the area, such as the Ashcroft Terminal and Highland Valley Copper Mine, along with recent 
population growth, a high growth scenario may be appropriate. In the high growth scenario, the population 
could reach 2,156 residents over the next 20 years, an increase of 486 residents from the 2021 Census 
population.  

 

5 �^�š���š�]�•�š�]���•�������v�������U���W�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v���'�Œ�}�Á�š�Z���]�v�������v�������[�•���Œ�µ�Œ���o�����Œ�����•�U���î�ì�í�ò���š�}���î�ì�î�í�X��https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-
200-x/2021002/98-200-x2021002-eng.cfm  
6 Population estimate according BC Stats based on 2006 boundaries. Statistics Canada, 2001 Census Profile 
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/english/Profil01/CP01/Details/Page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=CSD&Code1=5933019&Geo2=PR&Code2=59&Data=Count
&SearchText=ashcroft&SearchType=Begins&SearchPR=01&B1=All&Custom= 
7 Statistics Canada, 2021 Census Profile. https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E 
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Figure 2.1 illustrates three different population projection scenarios for the Village of Ashcroft.8  

Figure 2.1: Population Projections  

AGE PROFILE 

A comparison of the age profile of Ashcroft with that of the TNRD and BC shows that a higher proportion 

of Village residents are 65 years and older than in the regional district, and that a lower proportion of 

residents are under 45 years of age. The proportion of residents between 45 and 64 years is equal in all 

three jurisdictions. As indicated in Table 2.2, the median age in Ashcroft is more than 15 years higher than 

at the provincial level. The median age in Ashcroft declined by 0.9 years from the 2021 census. Table 2.2 

below compares the age profile of Ashcroft with that of the TNRD and the province of BC. 

Table 2.2: Comparative Age Profiles 2021  

Age Group  Ashcroft  TNRD BC 

0-14 years old  13% 15% 14% 

15 �± 24 years old  6% 11% 11% 

25 �± 44 years old  15% 25% 27% 

45 �± 64 years old  27% 27% 27% 

65+ 37% 23% 20% 

Total Population  1,670 143,680 5,000,880 

Median Age  58.4 45.2 42.8 

 

8 Note, the 2021 Census population, 1,670, was used as the base for the population projections, which explains why in Figure 2.1 the 2025 
populations differ under the different growth scenarios.  
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2.3 REGIONAL CONTEXT  

INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 
First Nations continue to live in the area and are an important part of the Ashcroft community and the Village 

�L�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�S�L�Q�J�� �W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[�� �D�Q�G��Secwépemc Nations. The First Nations with the 

�F�O�R�V�H�V�W�� �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�� �D�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q��

�%�D�Q�G���� �2�U�H�J�R�Q�� �-�D�F�N�� �&�U�H�H�N�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �%�D�Q�G���� �D�Q�G�� �&�R�R�N�¶�V�� �)�H�U�U�\�� �,�Q�G�L�D�Q�� �%�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��Secwépemc Nation 

community of �6�W�¶�X�[�Z�W�p�Z�V (Bonaparte First Nation).  

ASHCROFT INDIAN BAND  

�$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���%�D�Q�G�¶�V���W�R�W�D�O���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�V�������� people.9 The number of those living on an Ashcroft Indian 

Band reserve is 74. �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���%�D�Q�G���L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[���1�D�W�L�R�Q���E�X�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D�I�I�L�O�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�\��

tribal council or association. Its main reserve abuts the Village of Ashcroft Boundary on the northwest side 

of the Thompson River.   

OREGON JACK CREEK INDIAN BAND  

Oregon Jack Creek Indian Band is located approximately 6 km south of Ashcroft. The total membership 

population is 74 people10 and most reside off-reserve with some people living on Paska Island IR # 3 and 

Upper Nepa IR # 6.11 Oregon Jack is part of the Fraser Thompson Indian Services Society and the 

�1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[���1�D�W�L�R�Q���7�U�L�E�D�O���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���� 

�&�2�2�.�¶�6���)�(�5�5�< INDIAN BAND  

�&�R�R�N�¶�V���)�H�U�U�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���%�D�Q�G���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���V�R�X�W�K���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W��generally in the vicinity of Spences Bridge. The total 

membership population is 385 members12 with approximately 13% of members living on-�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�����&�R�R�N�¶�V��

Ferry is affiliated with the �&�L�W�[�Z���1�O�D�N�D�¶�S�D�P�X�[���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\, the Esh-Kn-Am Cultural Resources Management 

Services, the �+�H�V�N�Z�¶�H�Q�¶�V�F�X�W�[�H Health Services Society, and the Stuwix Resources Joint Venture.  

�6�7�¶�8�;�:�7�e�:�6 (BONAPARTE FIRST NATION) 

�6�W�¶�X�[�Z�W�p�Z�V is located approximately 15 km north of Ashcroft. �6�W�¶�X�[�Z�W�p�Z�V is a member of the Secwépemc 

Nation and the Shuswap Nation Tribal Council. A total of 1,150 people are members of the Nation.13 Of 

these, 147 live on a �6�W�¶�X�[�Z�W�p�Z�V reserve, 48 live on other reserves, and 955 live off-reserve.   

 

9 Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada, First Nation Profiles. http://fnp -ppn.aandc-
aadnc.gc.ca/fnp/Main/Search/FNRegPopulation.aspx?BAND_NUMBER=685&lang=eng 
10 Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada, First Nation Profiles. http://fnp -ppn.aandc-
aadnc.gc.ca/fnp/Main/Search/FNRegPopulation.aspx?BAND_NUMBER=692&lang=eng 
11 BCStats, 2016 Census Total Population Results, Indian Reserves. 
https://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/StatisticsBySubject/Census/2016Census/PopulationHousing/IndianReserves.aspx 
12 Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada, First Nation Profiles. https://fnp-ppn.aadnc-
aandc.gc.ca/fnp/Main/Search/FNRegPopulation.aspx?BAND_NUMBER=694&lang=eng  
13 Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada, First Nation Profiles. http://fnp -ppn.aandc-
aadnc.gc.ca/fnp/Main/Search/FNRegPopulation.aspx?BAND_NUMBER=686&lang=eng 
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REGIONAL CONTEXT STATEMENT  
As required by the Local Government Act, municipalities must include a regional context statement in their 

Official Community Plans if their regional district has adopted a regional growth strategy. The purpose of 

the regional context statement is to identify how the OCP policies support the principles of the regional 

growth strategy.  

In 2000, the Thompson Nicola Regional District (TNRD) adopted a Regional Growth Strategy that outlines 

a cooperative strategy for achieving a sustainable future for the region. In 2013 the Growth Strategy was 

updated, and monitoring reports have been conducted, most recently in late 2024. The policies contained 

�L�Q���W�K�H���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���*�U�R�Z�W�K���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���7�1�5�'�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���U�H�D�G�V���� 

The TNRD is a unique region of diverse urban and rural communities, wilderness and natural resource 

opportunities, and a vibrant economy. Building on this diverse mix of urban and rural, resource and 

wilderness settings shall be the dominant guiding princi ple as new development is encouraged. Urban 

places will grow while retaining their existing scope and character; rural places will remain rural while 

accepting appropriate new development; and settlement in resource areas will be limited and carefully 

managed. (Bylaw No. 2409, 2013, p. 3)  

�$�6�+�&�5�2�)�7�¶�6���5�(�*�,�2�1�$�/���&�2�1�7�(�;�7���6�7ATEMENT 

�7�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�� �V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�D�V�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �7�1�5�'�¶�V��

Regional Growth Strategy. The following sub-�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���K�R�Z���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���2�&�3���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V��

�W�K�H���7�1�5�'�¶�V���J�U�R�Z�W�K���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���� 

Human Settlement 

�7�K�H���+�X�P�D�Q���6�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���7�1�5�'�¶�V���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���*�U�R�Z�W�K���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W��

aim to contain urban/rural sprawl, considering their projections add a total of 29,000 people 

who would mostly settle in Kamloops and Merritt. The aim of the TNRD is to promote building on the existing 

network of diverse regional centres, directing growth to established centres, promoting infill and 

intensification, and ensuring adequate levels of servicing are provided. The Village of Ashcroft�¶�V�� �2�&�3��

�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���7�1�5�'�¶�V���+�X�P�D�Q���6�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���E�\���� 

�x Encouraging compact and cost-effective residential development by directing growth to established 

residential areas; 

�x Ensuring there is an adequate supply of land to meet future housing demand; 

�x Permitting secondary suites and carriage suites in Rural and Low Density Residential; 

�x Promoting mixed-use and medium density development Downtown; 

�x Promoting medium density development in North Ashcroft; 

�x Consciously blending commercial with residential and compatible industrial uses to maintain the 

Downtown as a livable and vibrant place; 
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�x Protecting environmentally sensitive areas, particularly along the Thompson and Bonaparte Rivers 

with Development Permit Guidelines; and 

�x Encouraging a range of housing types including housing cooperatives, seniors housing, rental 

housing, and accommodation for temporary workers. 

Energy and Transportation  

�7�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �7�1�5�'�¶�V�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �*�U�R�Z�W�K�� �6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �W�R 

integrate transportation and energy considerations with land use and settlement planning to 

achieve conservation, mobility, and efficiency goals. The OCP includes policies that:  

�x Encourage infill in residential development to allow for compact community design and efficient use 

of transportation infrastructure; 

�x Encourage the development of trails for walking or cycling between key locations; 

�x Support the continued operation and maintenance of community electric vehicle charging stations; 

�x Support work on improving transit ridership levels by collaborating with BC Transit to improve the 

user experience; and 

�x Encourage solar energy use in the community. 

Economic Development 

�7�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �2�&�3�� �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �W�K�H�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �*�U�R�Z�W�K�� �6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�¶�V�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�� �W�R��

broaden the economic base through diversification and expansion, and support and encourage 

existing primary, secondary, and tertiary industries while promoting new economic development 

opportunities. The OCP supports the Regional Growth Strategy by:  

�x Encouraging private business investment in accommodations and tourist sector through advertising 

of hotel investment opportunity; 

�x Encouraging historically themed architecture into new and existing development Downtown to 

promote tourism; 

�x Encouraging the further development of the Ashcroft Terminal lands as a site of future industrial 

development; 

�x Encouraging health professionals to move to Ashcroft to promote high service levels and maintain 

the population;  

�x Encouraging residents to shop locally wherever possible; 

�x Promoting and marketing Ashcroft as a tourism destination; and 

�x Working with local agricultural operations to identify opportunities to help market and promote them 

as part of overall economic development initiatives. 
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Environmental Protection 

�7�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���7�1�5�'�¶�V���J�R�D�O���W�R��protect and enhance the environment through 

the adoption and co-operative use of stewardship principles. The OCP includes policies that:  

�x Designate environmentally sensitive areas and apply Development Permit Guidelines to help 

ensure that development does not negatively impact environmentally sensitive areas;  

�x �5�H�G�X�F�H���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���W�K�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�V���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H����

and 

�x Ensure industrial development complies with applicable environmental standards. 

Co-operation and Process 

�7�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���2�&�3���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���L�Q���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���7�1�5�'���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H��

that the OCP is consistent with the Regional Growth Strategy. The Village has also adopted 

an OCP Consultation Policy that will ensure that the appropriate governments, government agencies, First 

Nations, and other stakeholders are properly consulted in the process of developing, amending, or 

repealing an OCP.  

Open Space and Cultural Heritage 

�7�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���2�&�3���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���*�U�R�Z�W�K���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�R��protect the 

archeological and heritage resources, open space, and rural character of the region by:  

�x Encouraging owners of heritage homes to maintain the heritage aesthetic; 

�x Continuing the recognition of significant heritage buildings through the historical plaque program; 

and 

�x Designating lands for Open Space to provide recreation opportunities and to protect 

environmentally sensitive areas. 
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Part 2  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN   

 

  

Part 2 presents goals and policies for topics: economic development, environmental protection 
and emergency preparedness, energy, community development, social needs, and housing. 

Finding solutions to issues in each of these topic areas is critical to Ashcroft�¶�V���O�R�Q�J-term vitality. 

 



 Part 2: Community Development Plan
  

  

Official Community Plan  Bylaw No. 889, 2026 | 19 

3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

3.1 BACKGROUND  

The Village of Ashcroft has a number of important assets in terms of its location, and existing economic 

activity, which will play a role in supporting economic development in the future. �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V��

boundaries encompass portions of Highway 1, the townsite itself is located within minutes of the highway, 

which connects the Lower Mainland to the Interior, making the community suitable for the transportation of 

goods. �,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�����W�R�X�U�L�V�P���D�O�V�R���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���W�R���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���������D�V���L�W��

�E�U�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����D�U�W�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����R�U���W�K�H���S�H�D�F�H���D�Q�G���T�X�L�H�W���R�I���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�� 

Agriculture in Ashcroft is an important economic sector. Ashcroft has the benefit of one of the warmest 

climates in BC, as well as ample water for irrigation. Manufacturing in Ashcroft is also succeeding due to 

access to important transportation infrastructure. Ashcroft is also home to the Ashcroft Terminal, a major 

transloading terminal which enables the loading of unloading of train cargo to trucks.  This facility is one of 

the only locations in western Canada that has both CPKC and CN rail lines and continues to expand.      

A key challenge in Ashcroft is the lack of qualified personnel living locally. A lack of suitable market and 

rental housing has contributed to many workers choosing to reside in population centres like Kamloops and 

commute to Ashcroft for work. The lack of appropriate housing has been identified as a barrier to future 

expansion in labour-heavy industries such as agriculture, manufacturing or mining. However, recent efforts 

to unlock the rodeo grounds for development are creating interest among developers. Plans for residential 
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�D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�L�V���V�L�W�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���Q�H�H�G�V�����F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���D�Q��

estimated additional 150 units and benefiting families, seniors, low income households, and workers. 

Other aspects of economic development involve attracting and retaining people to support and run local 

businesses. The number of businesses along Railway Avenue has decreased over recent years due to the 

difficulty of attracting businesses to a small community. A challenge moving forward will be finding people 

to own and operate businesses in Ashcroft. Despite this challenge, Railway Avenue, and other areas of 

�$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V��Downtown continue to be attractive locations for businesses due to the heritage character and 

unique façades, which are a draw for visitors. This history continues to create opportunities for economic 

development, especially through tourism. 

Despite having many ingredients for economic development including a unique heritage, a major visitor 

�D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �'�H�V�H�U�W�� �+�L�O�O�V�� �5�D�Q�F�K���� �U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�V�� �&�D�Q�D�G�D�¶�V�� �R�Q�O�\�� �W�U�X�H�� �G�H�V�H�U�W���� �D�� �G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �D�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H��

community, and recreational infrastructure, Ashcroft faces significant challenges capitalizing on these 

opportunities due a lack of short-term accommodations. Without a hotel, or similar alternative, Ashcroft is 

constrained in its ability to host tourists and visitors, grow interest in Ashcroft as a destination, and support 

local businesses. The Village will continue to support efforts that address gaps in housing and 

accommodations and facilitate tourism and community economic development. 

It is important to note that the Village is currently exempt from provincial legislation limiting short term rentals 

�W�R���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���K�R�V�W�¶�V���S�U�L�Q�F�L�Sal residence or secondary suite. Short term rentals provide an alternative option 

for addressing gaps in accommodation in the meantime but are potentially less reliable in the long term 

than a dedicated structure. 

3.2 GOALS  

It is the goal of Council to: 

.1 Encourage a more vibrant and diversified economy that attracts entrepreneurs that will contribute 

to the Ashcroft community; 

.2 Develop and maintain a positive business environment; 

.3 Encourage the further development of the tourism industry; and 

.4 Encourage the further development of the agricultural industry in Ashcroft.  
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3.3 POLICIES AND ACTIONS  

It is the policy of Council to: 

.1 Diversify the economy by: 

.1 Continuing to support efforts to bring fibre optic technology to Ashcroft. 

.2 Reviewing options to market access to rail, highway, and future fibre optic technology to attract 

new businesses to Ashcroft; 

.3 Encouraging more health professionals to permanently relocate to Ashcroft to create jobs in 

the community and to provide services that residents require; 

.4 Working with major employers to explore options to market Ashcroft and its quality of life to 

skilled workers; 

.5 Reinforcing industrial areas to be used primarily for industrial purposes with residential as a 

secondary and accessory purpose; and 

.6 Continuing to implement the recommendations from the Village of Ashcroft Economic 

Development Strategy, reviewing and updating the document regularly; and 

.7 Developing an online economic development focused Community Profile that markets 

�$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���D�O�O���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���E�\�O�D�Z�V�����L���H�����2�&�3���D�Q�G���=�R�Q�L�Q�J��. 

.2 Develop and maintain a positive business environment by:  

.1 Supporting the utilization of the Ashcroft HUB as a business incubator while encouraging 

businesses to eventually locate in Downtown spaces; 

.2 Exploring alternatives to a Chamber of Commerce that will support and promote a strong 

business community; 

.3 Working collaboratively with prospective businesses to find creative solutions that reduce 

barriers to establishing, operating, or expanding a business in Ashcroft; 

.4 Encouraging residents to shop locally wherever possible;  

.5 Identifying locations in the Downtown Area to extend sidewalk coverage and pedestrian access 

from side streets; and 

.6 Exploring parking options and road design that would increase parking supply in key areas in 

the Downtown including angled parking. 
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.3 Encourage the further development of the tourism industry by:  

.1 Working with key partners such as nearby First Nations, the Thompson Nicola Regional District, 

nearby municipalities and other key stakeholders to develop an integrated tourism strategy that 

�O�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H�V�� �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V�� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\�� ���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�R�Q-Indigenous), scenery, and the 

arts and culture community and provides direction on promotions and marketing; 

.2 Continuing to operate and maintain the municipal campground; 

.3 Enabling permanent residents of residential dwelling units to operate Short-term Rental 

Accommodations that support the development of the tourism industry while monitoring for 

legislative changes and adjusting for potential impacts to long-term housing availability; 

.4 Continuing to support wayfinding signage projects that bring visitors to Ashcroft and help them 

navigate to points of interest within the community;  

.5 Promoting and marketing Ashcroft as a tourism destination;   

.6 Encouraging private sector investment into a hotel in Ashcroft;  

.7 Continuing to support the role of the arts in bringing people to Ashcroft; 

.8 Considering further investments in Downtown beautification and streetscaping including 

upgrades to Heritage Park, such as through a Downtown revitalization plan; 

.9 Seeking synergies between future Downtown revitalization planning and opportunities for 

tourism development and enhancement; 

.10 Continuing to utilize the Northern Development Initiative Trust to access programs to enhance 

commercial development in Ashcroft, such as the façade improvement program; and 

.11 Continuing to participate in the Gold Country geocaching tourism program. 

.4 Encourage the further development of the agricultural industry by:  

.1 Reviewing �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���O�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H sector to create jobs and generate 

spin-off activities such as value-added processing and agri-tourism, as permitted by the 

Agricultural Land Commission; 

.2 Continuing to promote and support the operation of the �$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W���)�D�U�P�H�U�V�¶���0�D�U�N�H�W; 

.3 Encouraging the use of underutilized agricultural land, particularly for crops with emerging 

demand such as grape production and wineries, hops farms, and produce; and 

.4 Working with local agricultural operations to identify opportunities to help market and promote 

them as part of overall economic development initiatives.  
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4. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

4.1 BACKGROUND  

Ashcroft is committed to preserving its environment for the enjoyment of this generation and future 

generations. Key issues that Ashcroft faces today are related to protecting water quality, ensuring that air 

quality supports the health of the entire community, respecting the wildlife which make their home in and 

�D�U�R�X�Q�G���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�����D�Q�G���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W���� 

In recent years, Ashcroft has experienced several significant climate-related events: 

�x Wildfires  including the 2017 Elephant Hill Wildfire, 2021 Tremont Creek Wildfire, and 2024 

Shetland Creek Wildfire. 

�x Overland flooding from the 2018 atmospheric river caused a series of landslides and flooding 

throughout the Southern Interior. 

�x Periods of extreme heat and drought , including the 2021 heat dome, are happening more 

frequently. 

The above factors are contributing to a strong community desire for emergency planning and response 

measures. Resiliency efforts related to FireSmart practices and sustainable water use are now clear 

community priorities. To respond to these priorities, the Village has advanced efforts that support 

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�\�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�Y�L�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\�� �5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �D�Q�G�� �(�Y�D�F�X�D�W�L�R�Q��

Plan and hiring a FireSmart coordinator to support implementation of FireSmart programming 
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Another important factor shaping how the Village prepares for emergencies is the Emergency and Disaster 

Management Act. This provincial legislation introduced changes to how local governments such as the 

Village prepare for emergencies, including preparing risk assessments for potential hazards, completing 

enhanced management plans that consider different phases of planning, and consulting on these plans 

with local First Nations. The requirements of this Act will influence the update to the Emergency Response 

and Evacuation Plan which was developed under previous provincial legislation. 

4.2 GOALS  

It is the goal of Council to: 

.1 Work towards protecting and enhancing the natural environment; 

.2 Prepare for emergencies that Ashcroft may encounter due to natural disasters; and 

4.3 POLICIES AND ACTIONS  

It is the policy of Council to: 

.1 Work towards protecting and enhancing the natural environment by: 

.1 Working to ensure that the impacts of development on environmentally sensitive areas are 

minimized to the greatest extent possible;  

.2 Reducing negative impacts on the climate; 

.3 Promoting and educating residents on xeriscaping, drought-resistant, and FireSmart 

landscaping.  

.4 Ensuring that riparian areas are protected appropriately through the use of Development Permit 

Area Guidelines; 

.5 Promoting the conservation of fish habitat on the Thompson and Bonaparte Rivers; 

.6 Requiring developments to adhere to applicable senior government legislation to protect 

watercourses and fish habitat from urban encroachment;  

.7 Protecting public safety and minimizing property damage associated with flooding events by 

encouraging flood susceptible areas to be used as park, recreational, or conservation areas;  

.8 Supporting the development of an Urban Tree Program to provide habitat for birds and other 

wildlife, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and improve the tree canopy in 

Ashcroft;  

.9 Considering options to remove non-native vegetation from parks and community spaces; and 

.10 Reduce the impacts of the built environment on the natural environment by reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and promoting water conservation.  
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.2 Prepare for emergencies that Ashcroft might encounter due to natural disasters by:  

.1 Updating the Emergency Response and Evacuation Plan to align with requirements from the 

Emergency Disaster and Management Act; 

.2 Supporting actions that sustain the Emergency Operations Centre, as required; 

.3 Supporting adoption of FireSmart practices and public education �W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���Z�L�O�G�I�L�U�H��

resiliency;  

.4 Continuing to update and promote the use of the centrally located signboard to share 

information on community events as well as evacuation alerts and orders; 

.5 Developing a formal emergency access route out of the Mesa Vista neighbourhood including 

exploring opportunities for a secondary egress;  

.6 Developing and communicating best practices for the emergency preparedness of each 

household in Ashcroft;  

.7 Ensuring emergency generators in key Ashcroft facilities and infrastructure are properly 

maintained and operational; 

.8 Increasing public education on water conservation and water consumption for residents during 

natural disasters; and 

.9 Improving community resiliency such as exploring options to dissuade the installation of new 

cedar hedges on private properties and encouraging the removal of existing hedges due to 

their fire danger. 
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5. ENERGY AND  
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS  

5.1 BACKGROUND  

Reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions is a key goal for the Village of Ashcroft. The Province provides 

community-level information on emissions through the Community Energy Emissions Inventory for 

emissions related to transportation, energy use, and solid waste. The most recent data is from 2022 and is 

provided in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO2e) �± the standard unit of measurement for greenhouse 

gas emissions: 

�x 2022 Transportation emissions: ~ 8,000 tCO2e 

Accounts for emissions from common passenger vehicles like SUVs as well as hybrid vehicles, 
buses, heavy trucks and other forms of vehicle transportation. 

�x 2022 Utilities energy emissions: ~10,900 tCO2e 

Accounts for emissions from both residential (~2,800 tCO2e) and commercial / industrial (~8,100 
tCO2e). 

�x 2022 Solid waste: ~3,400 tCO2e14 

Solid waste emissions reporting is significantly higher from 2020 onward compared to community 
reductions in the 2010s. There was a fivefold increase in solid waste related emissions between 
2018 (when the previous OCP was completed) and 2022.  

 

14 �D�����•�µ�Œ���u���v�š�� �}�(�� �š���ì�î���� �‰�Œ�}�À�]�������� �(�}�Œ�� �^�Á���•�š���� �]�v�� �‰�o�������_�U�� �Á�Z�]���Z�� �]�•�� �š�Z���� ���u�]�•�•�]�}�v�•�� ���•�š�]�u���š���� �‰�Œ�}���µ�������� ���Ç�� �Á���•�š���� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �‰���Œ�]�}���� �}�(�� ���� �•�]�v�Ple year, 
���}�u�‰���Œ�������š�}���^�Á���•�š�������}�u�u�]�š�u���v�š�_���Á�Z�]���Z���������}�µ�v�š�•���(�}�Œ���š�}�š���o���o�]�(�����Ç���o�������u�]�•�•�]�}�v�•�X 
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When solid waste emissions are discounted, the Village 

has experienced a 7% reduction in emissions 

(transportation and energy use) between 2018 and 2022, 

with a majority of this change coming from reductions in 

energy use (approximately 17%), and most of that coming 

from the commercial and industrial sector. This marks an 

overall decrease of 14% since 2007.  

The Village recognizes that it has an important role to play 

in leading the community to meeting provincial greenhouse 

gas reduction targets, currently set at a 16% reduction by 

2025 compared to 2007, but increasing to 80% by 2050. 

The Province also has a role to play in setting requirements 

for adoption of green building technologies, and transition 

to new, alternative, fuel efficient, and renewable energy 

sources to power vehicles and heat homes. The BC 

Energy Step Code advances this work by setting new 

energy efficiency requirements for the BC Building Code 

that escalate every few years until 2032. The most recent 

escalation of requirements occurred in 2023, amending the 

BC Building Code with changes to require 20% 

improvements in energy efficiency for most new buildings. 

It is important for Provincial initiatives such as this to 

continue, as without these requirements, and further 

technological advances, it will be challenging to reduce 

GHG emissions. 

Moving forward it will be important to explore opportunities 

to further reduce Village solid waste, a challenge as the 

community currently has no curbside recycling program, 

and financing and capacity constraints make this unlikely 

to change soon. However, the Village has made strides in 

other areas, including undertaking initiatives to advance 

solar panels as part the development of the water 

treatment plant, and installing a fast-charging electric 

vehicle station.  

5.2 GOALS  

It is the goal of Council to: 

.1 Strive to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the community by 10% below 2025 levels by 2035; 

and 

.2 Encourage energy conservation and alternative energy sources in the community. 
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5.3 POLICIES AND ACTIONS  

It is the policy of Council to:  

.1 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the community by:  

.1 Providing educational materials to residents that outline how they can reduce their greenhouse 

gas emissions; 

.2 Enforcing anti-idling measures set out in the Good Neighbour Bylaw; 

.3 Continuing to seek funding to implement recommendations from the Trails Master Plan 

including those that would improve connectivity throughout Downtown and between Downtown 

and North Ashcroft for people walking, cycling, or using micromobility modes such as e-bikes 

and scooters; 

.4 Reviewing the feasibility of dedicated travel options for electric transportation modes on public 

roads, such as mobility scooters; 

.5 Working towards improving transit ridership levels by collaborating with BC Transit to improve 

the user experience; 

.6 Continuing to ensure the development of roads and sidewalks align �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V��

Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw, including consideration for accessibility; 

.7 Reviewing the feasibility of providing incentives to builders who choose to use alternative 

energy systems such as solar hot water and geo-exchange heating; 

.8 Encouraging residents and businesses to conduct energy audits, take advantage of rebate 

programs, and undertake energy retrofits; 

.9 Providing incentives to builders and property owners to construct more energy efficient homes 

and retrofit existing homes to make them more energy efficient;  

.10 Requiring new homes that are the subject of rezoning applications to meet green building 

standards;  

.11 Continuing to direct development away from the Agricultural Land Reserve in order to protect 

and support local agricultural production; 

.12 Working with the Thompson Nicola Regional District to examine options to reduce quantities 

of waste and to provide alternatives for waste disposal; 

.13 �6�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���V�R�O�L�G���Z�D�V�W�H���E�\���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�Q�J���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���7�1�5�'�¶�V���(�F�R-Depot;  

.14 Exploring options to encourage private entrepreneurship to address gaps in curbside 

residential recycling options;  
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.15 Exploring the financial feasibility of securing funding for a new garbage truck capable of 

providing recycling and composting services; 

.16 Exploring opportunities to promote awareness and education of residential composting 

methods; 

.17 Continuing to raise awareness about the value of purchasing locally-produced food, such as 

by participating in the community garden, and supporting programs that build a robust local 

food network; and 

.18 Requesting the Province to provide the Village with the tools and resources to monitor and 

measure its GHG levels. 

.2 Encourage energy conservation and the use of alternative energy sources in the community by:  

.1 Reviewing the feasibility of installing alternative energy systems into municipal buildings, such 

as solar hot water, solar electricity, and geo-exchange systems;  

.2 Encouraging the installation of solar panels on houses, businesses, and government buildings;  

.3 Encouraging energy efficiency in the community and reviewing Village-owned facilities for 

efficiency options; and 

.4 Reviewing the feasibility of developing community energy systems by considering the use of 

solar and/or wind energy.  
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6. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

6.1 BACKGROUND  

Community development refers to the process of taking actions to prioritize social, economic, 

environmental, and cultural well-being. Promoting community development provides many benefits and 

improves Ashcroft as a place to live. Encouraging diversity and inclusion in terms of ethnicity, gender, and 

age leads to feelings of inclusion and improved social connection. Growing social connection is a key way 

of improving individual and community health, such as mental wellbeing, physical health, and community 

resiliency. Activities supporting social connection in the community include sporting events, community 

gardens, and art festivals. An example of a project working to create social unity in Ashcroft is the creation 

of mosaics that �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�� �D�O�O�� �D�V�S�H�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V�� �K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���� �$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �D�U�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��

Winding Rivers Arts and Performance Society (WRAPS) also bring different generations together, and even 

different communities together, as all are welcomed to be a part of their productions. 

The Ashcroft HUB is integral to the community by providing a space that brings different generations 

together daily. Offering a variety of recreational and social activities catering to all demographics and 

interests may prove to be an important part of retaining families in the community. The benefits of increased 

social cohesion are pride of place, a desire for the Village to be attractive to visitors, a desire to support 

local businesses and provide local employment, and support for local food production. 

In terms of community assets, moving forward it will be vital to continue to attract and retain young families, 

as well as encourage young Ashcroft residents to move home after completing their education elsewhere. 

The availability of amenities and recreational opportunities which responds to the needs of all generations 

�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���N�H�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V��future viability and vibrancy. Services such as education 

and health care, while provided at a provincial level, should be encouraged and promoted in order to 

maintain current levels and make improvements where possible. As well, improving the supply of rental 

housing options, and affordable entry-level homes, could enable youth to return to community, live 

independently, and embark on further life stages in Ashcroft. 
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6.2 GOALS  

It is the goal of Council to:  

.1 Strengthen community cohesiveness; 

.2 Support the development of the arts and culture community in Ashcroft; 

.3 Foster the growth of a family-friendly community; and 

.4 Enhance food security in Ashcroft. 

6.3 POLICIES  AND ACTIONS  

It is the policy of Council to:  

.1 Strengthen community cohesiveness by:  

.1 Collaborating with stakeholders and partners to continue offering a range of activities, 

programs, and events that promote inclusion and strengthen intergenerational relationships. 

.2 Exploring opportunities to continue strengthening relationships with local First Nations, such as 

taking steps to recognize and celebrate their contributions, both historically and currently;  

.3 Continuing to recognize the Ashcroft HUB as a vehicle to promote social cohesion; 

.4 Continuing to implement clear and improved communications between the municipality and the 

people; 

.5 Strengthening working relationships with and between volunteer groups in Ashcroft; 

.6 Continuing to use support from the Northern Development Initiative Trust for a grant writer to 

help local community groups access funding for their programs; 

.7 Working with key stakeholders to determine options to better integrate temporary workers into 

the community and to promote Ashcroft as a place to live permanently; 

.8 Continuing to implement and maintain visuals in the Village that support the 2SLGBTQIA+ 

community such as the rainbow bench; and 

.9 Working with neighbouring communities and local governments (such as the TNRD) to share 

resources in the delivery of recreational programming and activities.  
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.2 Support the development of the arts and culture community in Ashcroft by:  

.1 Encouraging community organizations to continue their programs that promote social 

interconnection and inclusivity;  

.2 Utilizing the arts to promote cross-cultural understanding;  

.3 Continuing to promote the North Ashcroft and Downtown mosaic walking tours, and 

encouraging local businesses / property owners to maintain any mosaics located on private 

property; and  

.4 Incorporating culturally diverse public art into civic, institutional, park, and other spaces that 

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���P�D�Q�\���J�U�R�X�S�V�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��seeking 

opportunities to showcase artwork by local First Nations and traditionally underrepresented 

communities. 

.3 Foster a family-friendly community by: 

.1 Supporting a diversity of program options that cater to the needs of families and youth, helping 

to attract and retain these members of the community; 

.2 Working with the Gold Trail School District 74 to maintain high-quality education and efforts to 

support educators who are invested in staying in Ashcroft; 

.3 Exploring upgrades to the built environment near the school to provide safe routes for walking 

and cycling to school; 

.4 Continuing to support the day care at the HUB and other after-school options to meet child-

minding needs; 

.5 Exploring community interest in collaborating with educational institutions, non-profit 

organizations, and government partners, to provide adult learning and skill development 

offerings; 

.6 Encouraging awareness of Ashcroft as a relatively affordable place for families, with housing 

options available to support multi-generational family needs; 

.7 Examining options to improve remote work infrastructure, such as internet improvements and 

encouraging co-working spaces to attract families with remote jobs; 

.8 Encouraging the development of services that welcome newcomers to Ashcroft, collaborating 

to help meet diverse needs such as connecting to peer support networks and housing 

options.   
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.4 Enhance food security in Ashcroft by:  

.1 Continuing to maintain and promote the community garden; 

.2 Encourage local agencies to explore opportunities to improve access to healthy, fresh, and 

affordable food for community members who may face challenges doing so, such as low-

income residents, seniors, newcomers, and youth. 

.3 Encouraging sharing of surplus fruits and vegetables with the development and promotion of a 

Gleaning Abundance Program; 

.4 Exploring opportunities to partner with local businesses and community members to continue 

maintenance of and enhancements to pollinator gardens; 

.5 Permitting the raising of backyard hens on residential properties to enable people to collect 

eggs; and 

.6 Permitting residents to establish apiaries on residential properties.  



Part 2: Community Development Plan  

 

34 | Village of Ashcroft  

 

7. SOCIAL NEEDS  

7.1 BACKGROUND  

Having key social needs met in Ashcroft is critical to increasing the quality of life in the community and 

attracting and retaining residents. Addressing access to basic social needs provides a foundation for 

community building, participation, and individual well-being. The community has long been concerned 

about access to social services, especially healthcare. The Ashcroft Urgent and Primary Care Centre (UCC) 

has greatly improved community access to health care by addressing critical rural health service gaps such 

as physician shortages and providing team-based primary care that is improving community health 

outcomes. It will be important to continue efforts to maintain existing social and health services and support 

efforts to retain health-care staff long-term. 

An additional key component of social health and wellbeing is accessibility. Accessibility directly influences 

residents�¶�� �D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�� �L�Q���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V��community and live fulfilling lives. Addressing accessibility 

barriers present in areas such as the built environment, social attitudes, and communications is important 

to improving physical health by enabling people to stay active longer, and mental health by reducing social 

isolation and supporting autonomy. While accessibility is not only a concern of older residents, it is expected 

to become a more prominent issue �D�V���$�V�K�F�U�R�I�W�¶�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�J�H�V����Pro-actively integrating accessibility into 

community spaces, Village processes, and creating awareness and understanding of common barriers to 

accessibility, can help support a stronger, more involved community. A key document that will support this 

�Z�R�U�N���L�V���W�K�H���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V���$�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���3�O�D�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���D�Q�G���X�S�G�D�W�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���W�K�U�H�H���\�H�D�U�V�� 

7.2 GOALS  

It is the goal of Council to:  

.1 Develop a community where all ages can thrive and meet most of their social needs.  

7.3 POLICIES 

It is the policy of Council to:  
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.1 Collaborate on strengthening health and wellness in Ashcroft by:  

.1 Lobbying Interior Health to recruit more health practitioners to the community, such as doctors, 

nurse practitioners and full-time paramedics, and to maintain and enhance levels of service; 

.2 Continuing to encourage community partners in their efforts to provide innovative models of 

healthcare in Ashcroft;  

.3 Lobbying for long-term care facilities in the community; 

.4 Working with other communities within the region to attract specialized medical practitioners 

on a rotational basis; 

.5 �&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�N�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �$�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\��

Plan, with the involvement of the Accessibility Committee where possible; 

.6 Exploring opportunities for community education related to accessibility barriers with a goal of 

generating awareness and understanding of diverse needs; 

.7 �5�H�Y�L�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�O�O�D�J�H�¶�V�� �(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\�� �5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�� �3�O�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�O�D�W�H�G�� �H�I�I�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V the 

accessibility needs of residents; 

.8 Considering opportunities to integrate accessibility best practices into Village communications 

materials, engagement approaches, and engagement; 

.9 Exploring opportunities for the Village to provide consistent accessibility guidance, such as by 

updating accessibility requirements in the Village Subdivision and Development Servicing 

Bylaw; 

.10 Supporting the improvement of routes for pedestrians and different user groups such as active 

transportation and micromobility users (e.g., e-bikes, scooters)�����W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�¶���D�E�L�O�L�W�\��

to get around, stay safe, and maintain healthy active lifestyles; 

.11 Exploring opportunities to have an available four-season public washroom in the Downtown; 

.12 Continuing to promote the memorial bench program and where possible encouraging 

installation near shaded areas. 

.13 Encouraging the expansion of the volunteer driver program to assist those in need in the 

community; and 

.14 Encouraging the development of a community kitchen program to teach people how to prepare 

nutritious meals and safely preserve food;  

.15 Encouraging house and building owners to test for radon; and 

.16 Continuing to investigate options for programs that encourage the switch from old wood 

fireplaces and stoves to more efficient, low-pollution, wood or natural gas stoves or fireplaces 

that meet appropriate standards.  
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8. HOUSING 

8.1 BACKGROUND  

Across BC, communities are confronting significant challenges to providing affordable market and rental 

housing to residents and Ashcroft is no exception. There is a growing need for a variety of housing options 

including seniors, rental housing for individuals and families moving to the community, short-term rental 

housing for labourers, and market housing. Communities are looking for innovative solutions to the housing 

shortage, including secondary suites, tiny houses, and carriage houses. Going forward, both the community 

and Council have a role to play in addressing housing concerns and looking for answers. 

Embracing higher densities than what has typically been built in Ashcroft will be key to helping the Village 

meet the needs of a growing, and aging community. Given the significant amount of land currently within 

the boundaries of the Agricultural Land Reserve, there are limited opportunities for greenfield development 

with the exception of the old Rodeo Grounds and Mesa Vista.  As such, encouraging density in existing 

neighbourhoods also supports improved use of the land base, creates opportunities for households to 

provide support for relatives through secondary suites, and helps more people access the communit�\�¶�V 

existing services. The Village has already been working with government agencies and developers to 

develop new medium- to high-density projects in strategic locations to bring additional housing to 

community and further diversify the housing options available to residents.  

  

 

 






















































































































































