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Engaging with Council and Village Priorities
Recently Council was asked how volunteers and community members should engage with
Council ? How can community members volunteer for things in the community that they
are passionate about? Does Council embrace Ashcroft’s logo “wellness awaits you” and
the “Love Ashcroft” program? Where is the LOVE? All of these are questions that have
been passionately brought before Council.
Understandably, COVID is a factor and as a local government Council is expected to lead
by example. Engaging with the community during a pandemic is challenging and quite
honestly we thought we were doing a relatively good job. We implemented a social media
presence, continued with newsletters and collaborated with the HUB Online Network to
livestream Council meetings. What we have obviously missed is providing an avenue for
volunteer engagement in a COVID environment where social distancing and staying in our
own bubbles is the lingo of the day. If volunteers wish to engage with Council, please contact the village office and staff will assist you to find the best avenue for engagement.
Council continues to direction and oversight to the operations of the Village. Aside from
these duties, Council established working groups to implement the 2021-2022 Strategic
Priorities:
1.

Develop a Trials Master Plan that maps existing trails, proposes new trails, trail
heads, engages with the residents of Ashcroft and considers all input in the final
plan. First Journey Trails is under contract to complete the plan and engage with
the community. Surveys are currently being collected.

2.

Rewrite and update the existing Emergency Response and Evacuation Plan. The
working group has reviewed the current plan and is researching options for change
prior to beginning the rewrite.

3.

Storm Drainage Study for North Ashcroft. Grant applications have been submitted,
waiting for funding approval. If the grant is not approved, the project will move
forward as a Village budget item for 2021.

4.

Potable Water to AIB. This item has been a discussion between the communities
prior to the Water Treatment Plant’s construction. AIB is seeking grant funding to
install infrastructure and the Village continues to complete the upgrades to mitigate spring run off issues at the plant.

5.

North Ashcroft Reservoir. A second reservoir is required to provide fire protection
in north Ashcroft if development moves forward. Land acquisition and exclusion
from the Agricultural Land Commission is the first step.

6.

Heritage Park Assessment and Community Garden. This working group is actively
working with the PW department to assess trees by hiring an arborist, suggesting
priority repairs at the park and actively involved in the design of the garden. Grant
funding requests have been submitted and notification of approvals will be in May.

7.

Ashcroft Volunteer Fire Department. The working group and Fire Department are in
the process of reviewing and suggesting changes to update the Constitution and
Bylaw to align the FD with WorkSafe BC and the Fire Commissioners office. Building
capacity and sustainability is the goal of this priority.

Other established working group not included in the Strategic Plan include:
1.

Inter-Community Bylaw Enforcement Officer. This groups is tasked with the implementation of the Bylaw enforcement service in Ashcroft, Cache Creek and Clinton.
This requires Bylaws to be enacted, budget approval and the hiring and installation
of the Bylaw Enforcement Officer. We are almost done! The job posting closes May
20, 2021 and the Bylaws are nearing adoption.

2.

Para Transit Service. This initiative has been ongoing for many years providing
transit service to Ashcroft, Cache Creek and Clinton 3 days per week as well as on
demand service when requested.

3.

Economic Development and Tourism. Established by Council in 2020 as a Select
Committee has shifted to the Working Group model and is tasked with promoting
Ashcroft for tourism, supporting the business community and ensuring the sustainability of the village.

Aside from the Working Groups and day to day operations, additional projects include:
Sewer Lift Station, Electric Vehicle Charging Stations, Hot tub replacement, Rainbow crosswalk, WTP Intake Chamber and Sand Separator, Succession Planning, new Sweeper, Bylaw
and Policy updates, Asset Management, Grant applications and reporting, Solid Waste,
advocating for review of commodity charges, legislative reporting, and the list goes on…..
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Commit 2 Conserve

No person shall use a watering system to water a lawn,
garden or landscaped area
on a property except:
On even numbered civic
addresses on even numbered calendar days ; and
Odd numbered civic addresses on odd numbered
calendar days between the
hours of:
6:00 am
and 9:00 am as well as 8:00
pm and 11:00 pm for hose
supplied sprinklers or between 12:00 am and 6:00
am for underground automated sprinkler systems.
Conserving water means
conserving the energy and
resources it takes to provide
clean, safe water and get it
where we’d like it to go. The
costs associated with pumping , treating and distribution of the high quality potable water are incurred by the
consumer.
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What has Council been up to?

Events & Meetings

 Council awarded the Sand Separator Tender to Drake




Excavating (2016) Ltd., the lowest cost tender; work to
commence first week of May;
Council approved the Public Art Policy and its
Maintenance Schedule B. This is a policy for public art
displayed on Village property;
Council is moving forward with a stationary Community Message Sign to be placed near the Wagon on Highway 97C;
Legacy RV Park Up-grade has been moving forward. We
are hoping to have the RV section cleaned up and
ready for the May 1st opening.

Voyent Alert—Mass Notification System

If you are registered, on May 1st
you will receive the Stage 1 Water Restriction Alert Reminder.
We can help you register if you require
assistance. Feel free to contact the Village office at (250) 4539161 and we can arrange to get you registered remotely.
In times of crisis it is important that residents have access to
trusted, timely and accurate information to ensure their own
safety and that of their family and loved ones. In response to
this need, the Village of Ashcroft has chosen Voyent Alert! as
the communication service provider for these kinds of events.
Voyent Alert! is a multi-purpose communication service used
to send alerts to residents, businesses, and visitors during
critical events like extreme weather, fires or floods, etc. The
service can also be used to communicate important information updates regarding local events and services.

The Village is still accepting
Trails Master Plan Surveys to
be dropped off at the Village
Office drop box or Post Office
drop box.
Survey is also available
online:
https://forms.gle/
T1zF3nGNK5yNHbCS8

Council Meetings:
May 10—6:00 pm
Livestream by HON
May 25—6:00 pm
Livestream by HON
Virtual Town Hall:
May 10—4:30
Pool Opening:
May 22
Museum Open
Legacy Park—Open
May 1

Dog Complaints on the Rise!
Dog complaints received at the Village office have increased substantially. Keeping in mind that we are a
small rural community where the lifestyle is a little slower and sweeter than in urban areas, man’s best friend
hasn't been so friendly. We realize that not all dogs are
the culprits for the complaints, but if your furry friend
roams the neighbourhood while on a walk about, barks
disturbing the peace of your neighbours, or leaves
“deposits” on public and private property for others to
clean up, PLEASE, be a responsible pet owner.
Keep you furry friend on your property in a securely
fenced yard;
Don’t leave your
dog out barking
for long periods
of time; and
Scoop the poop!

Community members can register to receive notifications
through a variety of methods including mobile apps, text,
email, and voice calls. Registration is free and anonymous.

Council Seeks Community Input before
Outdoor Burning Bylaw Review

Council Encourages Participation in
the 2021 Census

Attached to this newsletter is a brief survey asking for community input about backyard burning. Council was asked to review
and consider possible changes to Bylaw 811 that currently prohibits backyard burning and campfires. Prior to considering
possible changes to the Bylaw, Council wants to hear from the
residents of Ashcroft. Please complete the attached survey and
return it to the drop box at the Post office or Village office drop
box, alternately, you can complete the survey online at:

The 2021 Census is almost here! As you know, census
data are critical to decision makers and Canadians from
coast to coast to coast. In addition to informing public
policy, census data are vital for planning schools, hospitals, daycare centres, family services, public transportation, and skills training for employment. In addition,
census data support numerous municipal programs related to infrastructure and public transportation and are
used to measure Canada’s sustainable development and
environmental goals. Information from the 2021 Census
will be even more crucial because it will help your community evaluate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic
and to better plan for the future. Therefor Council resolved the Following:

https://forms.gle/ydnZ1Wfhk8icaNjX6

The Council of the Village of Ashcroft supports the 2021
Census, and encourages all residents to complete their
census questionnaire online at www.census.gc.ca. Accurate and complete census data support programs and
services that benefit our community.
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