Museum Corner: A Page From History
June 2018- Looking Back: Ashcroft’s Hotels
The Ashcroft Hotel“The Most Popular
Hotel in Ashcroft”
The Ashcroft Hotel was founded by J.C Barnes and Oliver Evans and built in 1883. It was originally named the Thompson River Hotel and was located
closer to where the River Inn is today, in order to cater ferry traffic. After the CPR station was completed Barnes and Evans promptly moved their new
hotel to a new location, across from the CPR depot, and it was later renamed The Ashcroft Hotel (where our Post Office is today). The Hotel hosted a
number of permanent residents and travellers such as those arriving via CPR and stage from up and down the Cariboo road.
In the early 1900s, the hotel was considered “the best in the country” with its bar, dining room, and accommodations.
The Hotel burnt down on July 7, 1916, due to the great fire which started on the second floor of the Ashcroft Hotel at 7pm and the cause of fire is still
unknown. The fire destroyed 5 blocks, including Chinatown, 3 hotels- Ashcroft, Grand Central, Cargile, and more businesses. The Ashcroft Hotel was
rebuilt by 1918 with Joy Shung as proprietor.
The Ashcroft Hotel had a wide variety of owners and proprietors in the early years, such as Messrs. Lyne, Thompson, Ward, Rolston, and Johnson, as well
as Messrs. Crooks, Derbyshire, Nixon, Olson, and Mrs. Al Johnson with son Terry, who were just some of the many owners of the Hotel in the later years.
The Hotel burnt down again in 1974 and was never rebuilt.

Sage n’ Sands Hotel- “Its Name Reflects
Ashcroft”
The hotel was built and opened in 1961 by George
Loy, and over the years had a number of proprietors.
In 1986 the hotel was destroyed by fire and never
rebuilt. This hotel was located at the corner of
Railway and 7th.
Sage n’ Sands Hotel in 1963, a few years after it opened

During the 40’s, an Irish
bartender at the Ashcroft
Hotel named Paddy O’Sullivan had a parrot named
Polly, who would grace the
bar as well as spend time
hanging in the trees outside the hotel. Polly was an
attraction to all who
passed by, and was taught
to say a few words, and
would whistle at the ladies
as they walked by.

Ashcroft Hotel 1884 (Left)

Ashcroft Hotel 1920s. Rebuilt
with a slightly different
structure design after the
1916 fire (Right)

The Museum Corner is a monthly newsletter that gives a brief snapshot the history of Ashcroft. It is written by Museum Curator Kathy Paulos
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Cargile House/Hotel- “A Tale of Unfortunate Events”
In June 1886, William Cargile began building his Cargile Hotel. Before it was completed, a strong
wind came up and blew the structure down. By December 1886 the structure was rebuilt and completed.
Less than a year later on Monday November 12, 1887, in the morning between 12 and 1am, Cargile
House at Ashcroft was found to be on fire and soon was destroyed. The Hotel was a fine large structure, just completed and newly furnished, but with no insurance it had a loss of about $3,000.
The resilient Mr. Cargile began building a new hotel in Ashcroft in April 1888 on the same site. By
April of the following year, the Hotel was complete and furnished with the best of everything, including a bar dispensing the finest brands of liquors and cigars, and a good stable and corrals which were
close to the Hotel.
The Cargile Hotel was then destroyed by fire again in 1892. William Cargile passed away in 1894, but
the Cargile Hotel was once again reconstructed in 1895 with G.E Johnson listed as proprietor. The
Hotel was closed and reopened on several occasions and it wasn’t operating at the time of the 1916
fire, which it also fell victim to. The Cargile Hotel was not rebuilt.

Cargile House/Hotel in the late 1890s– behind people in photo (Above)

The Grand Central Hotel- “Its Legacy
Goes On”

The Ashcroft Museum is open from
Monday to Sunday, 9:00 am to 5:00
pm.

Originally the building was a Saloon with Bob Nesbit as proprietor and
called The Cariboo Lodging House, and had a restaurant in connection.
By 1895 it was operated by W.R Pucket and called The Cariboo Exchange.

Come on down and learn some
fascinating history about the area.

G.E Johnson bought the hotel in 1897 and the building saw many
changes, a new addition was added and the hotel was equipped with
100 rooms and could accommodate up to 150 guests. At this time, the
new building became known as The Grand Central and became one of
the popular places to stop in Ashcroft. The hotel’s cold bathroom and
dining room were special features.
In 1907, great excitement arose when the first automobile through
Ashcroft stopped at the Grand Central Hotel.
The Grand Central Hotel burnt down in the 1916 fire and was rebuilt
and operated by Wing Wo Lung in 1920 and its name changed to the
Central Hotel. It had a few different owners including, J. Hock, and Ark
Wong who purchased the hotel in 1950 and renamed it to the Central
Hotel and Café. The new owners had the interior entirely redecorated
and new chromium furniture and tables were installed.
Park “Parkie” Wong purchased the hotel from his dad (Ark Wong) in
1960. Parkie was known for his quick wit and for handing out a special
form of abuse to all his patrons who he considered first and foremost
his friends. Parkie’s as the Café was known locally, was a gathering
place for the local Ashcroft coffee crowd. It was last used as a hotel in
1967, and in 2001 Parkie and Shirley retired and moved to Vancouver.

Located at 151 and 4th Street.
250-453-9232
museum@ashcroftbc.ca

