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With the addition of the road, new bridge and the railroad being built through Ashcroft, 

more and more people began residing in Ashcroft and/or travel through Ashcroft, which 

gave the stagecoach company a great deal of business.  

The B.C Express Co. operated bright red and yellow six passenger stagecoaches imported 

from California and when they rolled down the hill into Ashcroft, being pulled by their six 

horse teams it was an impressive sight. The size of the territory the stagecoach company 

served kept expanding; routes were added through the Nicola Valley, the Okanogan, into 

Lillooet, and up to Fort George, until eventually its line stretched a thousand miles, 

making the size of its operation second only to Wells Fargo in the States.  

10 years later in 1897 when the B.C. Express Company lost the mail contract, Stephen 

Tingley sold his famous stagecoach company to Messrs. John Shields, Ryan Kilgour, and 

Charles Millar of Toronto. By 1914, the P.G.E Railway and motor vehicles became more 

common and useful that it put an end to the horses drawn stage. Stephen Tingley passed 

away a year later in 1915, and it is known that the great 

achievements of the B.C Express Company is 

undoubtedly due to Tingley.  

 

 

 

The  Museum Corner is a monthly newsletter that gives a brief snapshot the history of Ashcroft. It is written by Museum Curator Kathy Paulos 

Stage line and Stagecoach 

Francis Barnard originally started the stage line in 1862 during the early Gold Rush days, after he was awarded the Government 

Postal Contract. He bought a small mule, loaded the mail and the express on its back, and led it up the trail to the Cariboo. He 

called his stage line the “Barnard Express Company”, also known as B.X Co. Shortly after, this stage line began to grow to ser-

vice routes covering nearly the entire interior of British Columbia. In 1864 with the wagon road being just completed, this al-

lowed Barnard to expand his business to a stagecoach company. Barnard established his business headquarters in Yale as it 

was more central and catered to a large portion of the travelling Gold Rush miners from the coast to Barkerville.  

This same year, Barnard went into partnership with Stephen Tingley and James Hamilton, who were both skilled stagecoach 

drivers. This partnership lasted for many years, and in 1871, a private Bill was passed by the B.C Legislature incorporating the 

Express Company, where Barnard held one half interest and Tingley and Hamilton one quarter each.  

Years later, James Hamilton passed away, and his interest in the B.X Co. was distributed to Barnard and Tingley. Then in 1886, 

Barnard wanted to get out of the stagecoach business because he felt that with the coming of the railroad the days of stage-

coaches were numbered. Barnard went on to pursue a political career, while Tingley took over the famous stagecoach compa-

ny, and changed its name to B.C Express Co. 

With acquiring 100 percent ownership of the company, Tingley decided to move its business headquarters to Ashcroft right 

after the first bridge was built later in 1886, which was constructed across the river to connect the town with the Cariboo Road.  

Stephen Tingley– Known 

as “Pioneer Whip” on the 

Cariboo Road  BC Express Co. Stagecoach ready to leave Ashcroft– 1890 

Above: Francis Barnard, 

founder of Barnard Ex-

press Co., also known as 

BX Co. Later changed to 

BC Express Co. in 1886 by 

Stephen Tingley (far left) 

Below: A mail  stage starting from Yale on 

its long journey to Williams Creek– 1886 

Tingley driving a BC Express Co. stagecoach 

B.C Express Co. sign– 1876 

Below: B.C Express Co. stagecoach summer timetable– Late 1880s 
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The Ashcroft Museum is open from 

Monday to Sunday, 9:00 am to 5:00 

pm.  

Come on down and learn some 

fascinating history about the area.  

Located at 151 and 4th Street.  

250-453-9232  

museum@ashcroftbc.ca  

 

 

Sternwheelers and Automobiles 

In 1903, the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway would be coming through the area, from Winnipeg to 

Prince Rupert, via the Yellowhead Pass. In anticipation of new settlers to the region, Charles 

Millar, one of the new owners of the B.C Express Company decided to expand the company’s 

service into sternwheelers, and automobiles, and extend the route to Fort George.  

Royal Mail Ships BX, launched in 1910, and B.C Express, launched in 1912, were both built by 

Alexander Watson Jr. at Soda Creek. The Royal BX route was from Soda Creek to Fort George, 

and the BC Express route was from Fort George to Tête Jaune Cache.  

In 1910, the B.C Express Company began running automobiles on the Cariboo Road. These 

vehicles worked on the route from Ashcroft to Soda Creek, where they would meet the com-

pany sternwheelers.  A few vehicles owned by private freighters had been operating on the 

road since 1907, and the company realized that they needed to add cars to their services in 

order to stay competitive. The B.C Express Co. advertised automobiles services in all weather 

conditions, in the months of May to October.  

 

Above: S.S BX. Below: R.M.S.S BC Express on the Upper 

Fraser River, Fort George B.C, and Royal Mail Steamer sign 

Below: B.C Express 

Co. automobiles 

Above: BC Express Co. map  


