Museum Corner: A Page From History

Looking Back: Ashcroft’s Bridges
In 1885, it became necessary to span the Thompson River and connect the town of Ashcroft with the
Cariboo Road

Ashcroft’s First Bridge (1886-1894):
The first bridge was built in 1886 by the San Francisco Bridge Co. The bridge was a truss type bridge, like
most wooden bridges at the time. It had three main piers; one on both ends and one in the middle. Two
main spans; a short approach on the North side and a light truss on the Ashcroft side, supported in the
middle by a pier. The piers in the river were iron cylinders set on the river bottom, filled with cement.
This bridge was washed out by an abnormal flood in 1894, which swept the Thompson and Fraser River
of all bridges, except the old Cariboo Road Alexandra Bridge at Spuzzum.
The CPR was built on the wrong side of the river to suit Ashcroft. Then the CNR was
later built on the north side.

Second Bridge (1895-1905):
The second bridge was built in 1895 by the San
Francisco Bridge Co. and was a duplicate of the first
bridge and built on the same site. It was at “low level”
and had a down and up slope to both this bridge and
the first bridge.
The piers of this bridge were built more substantial
and able to resist the next abnormal high waters. The
piers were driven into the river bed, cut off low at
water level, iron cylinders placed around them filled
with cement. However, it had no breakwater cribbing
as protection against the current.
Even though their piers were better, this bridge was
not as good at the first bridge. This bridge would
shake and wobble alarmingly when an ordinary buggy
or horse passed over. There was then a load limit put
on the bridge, but a few years later the government
condemned it, and started plans for a third bridge.
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First bridge (above). Second bridge (below)

A “walk your horse” sign was put at both
ends of the second bridge to warn travelers
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Bridges continued...
Third Bridge (1906-1931):
By this time, the government was fed up with the San Francisco Bridge Co, so
they decided to built the bridge by day labor. The site and style of the bridge
changed. It was considered a “high level” bridge, which spanned the river from
town site level and reached the flat on the north side.
Construction began in October 1906 and the bridge was finished in June 1907.
The bridge had 3 improved Howe truss, and the foundation was good and
could withstand the wear and tear of time and the tide, which it did for 25
years.
This bridge was built under the supervision of late Arthur Stevenson, road
superintendent for the Yale district at the time. Assisted by Dan Sutherland,
foreman of works, and A.E. Rabb, head framer. Plans designed by F.C Gamble,
chief engineer for the province. The last span of the bridge was finished on
cable by Dick Trodden, practical bridge builder.

Third bridge (top). Fourth bridge (middle). Fifth bridge (bottom)

Fourth Bridge (1932-1990/1991):
Messrs. Moncrieff and Vistaunet were general contractors and
helped with the take down of the old bridge. The Dominion Bridge
Company designed, fabricated, and erected the steel structure.
The bridge began at the north side of Ashcroft and connected with
the south side (the north end of Brink Street).
The contract price was for $155,000 and construction was
commenced October 1931, and finished June 1932 according to
the contract. C.W Gamble, resident engineer on new bridge,
assisted by G.T Chillcott.

Fifth Bridge
(1990/1991-present)
The fifth bridge was built
in 1990/1991 and is our
current bridge that
connects north Ashcroft to
south Ashcroft (the town).

The Ashcroft Museum is open
from Monday to Sunday, 9:00 am
to 5:00 pm.

Come on down and learn some
fascinating history about the
area.
Located at 151 and 4th Street.
250-453-9232
museum@ashcroftbc.ca
https://www.google.ca/search?
biw=1280&bih=855&tbm=isch&q=ashcroft+bc+bridge&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKE
wicybGXzbVAhUKs1QKHW3vCqAQvwUIIigA#imgrc=wd_nPUUVH919KM:&spf=1503261186499

